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Goal: to introduce students to and provide a context for understanding the current “crisis” facing U.S.-North Korea relations. 

Standards: World History Era 9, Standards 1C, 2D, 3



U.S. History Era 9, Standards 2A, 2B; Era 10, Standard 1C
Objectives: To understand:

a) Executive Branch functions: diplomacy, policy leader (i.e., Truman Doctrine), commander-in-chief role, and relations with international organizations;

b) 20th century political history:  World War II, post-war policies on containment, the Cold War and its impact on foreign policies;

c) current events: North Korea nuclear program, terrorism and President Bush’s “Axis of Evil” speech;

d) academic skills- research, analysis, and writing.

Classroom lecture. Begin with a general statement regarding the current diplomatic situation between U.S. and North Korea; the question, “How did we get to this point?” was posed to students. Outline a brief 20th century history of the Korean experience:

1. 
Japanese occupation of Korea & US involvement at close of WWII, civil war; 

2. 
American response in Truman Doctrine as statement of foreign policy and example of presidential relations with Congress and executive orders;

3. 
development of North separate from South;

4. 
development of North Korea nuclear program, why North Korea feels vulnerable, Clinton administration negotiations, Six-Party Talks;

5. 
based on the Avery Goldstein article, “The North Korea Nuclear Challenge & American interest: Getting The Priorities Right, describe three possible scenarios: stalemate, escalation (military strikes or military blockade to enforce tighter economic sanctions), settlement (which may include positions considered undesirable by the U.S. 
Resources: maps

The North Korean Nuclear Challenge and American Interests: Getting the Priorities Right, Avery Goldstein, 10/31/2003, at www.fpri.org
Prospects for Ending North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons Program, Ralph C. Hassig and Kongdan Oh, 10/17/2006, at www.fpri.org
Understanding the Koreas: A Report of FPRI’s History Institute for Teachers, Trudy Kuehner (rapporteur), 6/2005, at www.fpri.org
Dealing with the North Korean Nuclear Threat, Don Oberdorfer, 6/8/2005, at www.fpri.org

Assignment. A short research/essay in which students are asked to choose one scenario they believe is most likely to happen. There are no correct answers; rather, the activity is meant to brainstorm and explore alternatives so students can better understand and appreciate the presidential decision-making process as well as North Korean and other perspectives.

3. Outcomes

a. Class discussion should familiarize students with Asian affairs and give them a greater understanding and appreciation for the various perspectives.

b. Students should understand how we reached this point.

c. Students should understand the presidential /foreign policy-related decision-making process and options available to world leaders.

d. Students should be able to predict (and in some cases recommend) possible diplomatic outcomes.

e. Students should gain practice in research and writing skills. 
