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Grade level: 10-12

Days: 1-3

Standards:  World History, Era 9: Standard 3 esp. 5-12; Standard 1 Long-term changes and recurring patterns in world history especially 5-12; U.S. History, Era 10: Standard 2, 2E

Objectives:  The student will seek to define "democracy" and "freedom".  The student will understand the complex relationships among the following terms:

Democracy
Autocracy
Freedom
Slavery
Individual Liberties
Majority Rule
Economic Freedom
Economic Determinism
Libertarianism
Authoritarianism.

Totalitarianism
Teacher Directions:

Assign students the task of creating working definitions for the above terms, using websites such as www.freedomhouse.org.  Supply lists of events, governments, or conditions, depending on the thematic line (see below), and have students physically arrange themselves in the classroom according to the degree of the concept illustrated. For example: Using the theme or continuum line entitled "Freedom—Slavery", fourteen students or teams of students will each be assigned one of the following--living in....
1. Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge

2. North Korea today

3. The U.S.S.R. under Stalin

4. China under Mao Ze Dung

5. Cuba under Castro

6. Myanmar (Burma) today

7. Sudan today

8. Zimbabwe today

9. China today

10. Iraq today

11. Russia today

12. U.S.A. today

13. U.K. today

14. Netherlands today
In the above example, the locations with the LEAST freedom appeared with the lowest numbers, and so forth.
Theme or Continuum Lines
	Democracy
	
	Autocracy

	Freedom
	
	Slavery

	Individual Liberties
	
	Majority Rule

	Economic Freedom
	
	Economic Determinism

	Libertarian
	
	Authoritarian

	Individual Social Liberties
	
	Government Control

	Economic Liberties
	
	Government Control


Additional Critical Thinking/Discussion Questions

1. Analyze: Are freedom and democracy prerequisites for each other?

2. Discuss: Is economic equality related to freedom?

3. Assess: Can religion and government be combined in a democracy? in a free society?

4. Discuss: What is the relationship between freedom and anarchy?

5. Discuss: Under what conditions should Majority Rule trump Individual Liberties?

6. Discuss: Are there multiple types of freedom? Which are more important?

7. Discuss: Can social justice and freedom coexist?

