	[image: image1.png]



	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

Living Without Freedom


Comparing Regimes:
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by Larry Rogers

2007

Course: World History, Global Studies, Global History, Global Cultures, AP World History
Level: Grade 8-12
Standards: World History Standard 1, 5-12 – analyze how ideals and institutions of freedom, equality, justice and citizenship have changed over time and from one society to another; also Era 9, Standard 2, 5-12 and Standard 3, 5-12.
Rationale: What does it mean to “live without freedom”? Most students in America have very little concept of what this means. Repressive and totalitarian regimes have left legacies of pain, suffering, loss, death, imprisonment and the abuse of civil rights on an unimaginable scale. They have also left a legacy of literature. Victims of dictatorships have left behind a written record detailing the abuses against themselves and their families.  This lesson will give students the opportunity to study at least one of these documents in detail.

Student Will Be Able To: Read about and share the experiences of a victim of a totalitarian/repressive regime. Sharing will be with another classmate, as well as in essay form.  Extension activities may include posters, poems, dramatic dialogue scripts or other creative multimedia.

Reading List: 

Cuba 


Waiting for Snow in Havana, Carlos Eire (2003)

China’s Cultural Revolution


Son of the Revolution, Liang Heng (1984)

Red Scarf Girl, Ji Li Jiang (1998)

Born Red, Gao Yuan (1987)
Sierra Leone

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah (2007)
Apartheid South Africa

My Traitor's Heart, Rian Malan (2000)

Kaffir Boy, Mark Mathabane (1998)
Nazi Germany

Maus, Art Spiegelman (1991)

Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank
Soviet Union


One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Alexander Solzhenitzyn (1963)
Various Slave Narratives

Various Holocaust memoirs
Excerpts or shorter readings of above or other resources
Procedures: Assign students reading.  There should be at least two separate readings in the class. Assignments may be limited by resources available.  After students have had an opportunity to read a sufficient amount/the entirety of their assignment they will be paired with a student who has been assigned a different reading and share their readings, potentially using one of the study guides to help facilitate the discussion. When students have completed the assigned readings and sufficiently shared their readings with a classmate, they will complete an essay and poster combination.

Reading Study Guides: Students will look for the following in their reading:
· Description of the regime -- Leader/Ruler, Government style, etc.

· Impact on authors' families – Immediate, extended, friends
· Broader impact on the society at large

· What specific actions does the regime take?

· How do people under the regime act towards each other?

· How does the regime treat different people? (Different classes, races, party members, etc.)
· Who is favored by the regime?  Who is out of favor?  What happens to those out of favor?

Additional questions for partner pair/share discussion:
· Compare and contrast the similarities between the authors/memoirists.
· Identify differences between the authors/memoirists.
Essay Question(s): Describe what it would be like to live without freedom. Explain what living without freedom means to individuals.  Describe the impact of living without freedom on a society.
