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To the Educator:  This DBQ should probably be utilized after a unit on Totalitarianism. Many of the documents are quite effective on their own, but carry even more impact when their context is understood. The Documents are not numbered or ranked due to their quantity; feel free to excise any that you feel your students haven’t covered or cannot handle. The format utilized is based on the New York State Regents Examination, but does not rigidly adhere to that format.  

Part 1

Historical Context:  Throughout the 20th Century, various regimes and governments have taken control of different states.  Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, Communist China and pre-WWII Japan have provided a literary tradition allowing citizens of free nations to learn what life is like in a society without freedom.
Task: Using your knowledge of world history and information from the documents, write an essay of several paragraphs in which you:
+  describe at least 3 characteristics of life in a society without freedom

+  describe at least 2 characteristics of a government that controls a society without freedom

+  evaluate the quality of life for citizens of a society without freedom

Document – Totalitarianism is a Unique Type of Society

The totalitarian dictatorships all possess the following:

1. an official ideology, consisting of an official body of doctrine covering all vital aspects of man's existence to which every​one living in that society is supposed to ad​here, at least passively; this ideology is characteristically focused and projected to​ward a perfect final state of mankind, that is to say, it contains a chiliastic [millenialist]
 claim, based upon a radical rejection of the existing so​ciety and conquest of the world for the new one;

2. a single mass party led typically by one man, the "dictator," and consisting of a relatively small percentage of the total pop​ulation (up to 10 percent) of men and women, a hard core of them passionately and unquestioningly dedicated to the ide​ology and prepared to assist in every way in promoting its general acceptance, such a party being hierarchically, oligarchic ally or​ganized, and typically either superior to, or completely intertwined with the bureau​cratic government organization;

3. a system of terroristic police control, supporting but also supervising the party for its leaders, and characteristically di​rected not only against demonstrable "ene​mies" of the regime, but against arbitrarily selected classes of the population; the terror of the secret police systematically exploiting modern science, and more especially scien​tific psychology;

4. a technologically conditioned near​-complete monopoly of control, in the hands of the party and its subservient cadres, of all means of effective mass communication, such as the press, radio, motion pictures;

5. a similarly technologically conditioned near-complete monopoly of control (in the same hands) of all means of effective armed combat;

6. a central control and direction of the entire economy through the bureaucratic coordination of its formerly independent corporate entities, typically including most other associations and group activities.
-- from “Totalitarianism is a Unique Type of Society” by Carl Friedrich and Zbigniew Brzezinski excerpted in Totalitarianism: Temporary Madness or Permanent Danger? ed. Paul T. Mason; D.C. Heath and Co., 1967

1.
How much of the population belongs to the party on power?

2.
What is the purpose of the police in a totalitarian state?

3.
Who controls the economy in a totalitarian state?

Document – The Good Earth and China's Future 
It is also certain that the countryside has been affected by the great wave of enthusiasm and energy which now sweeps through all Chi​nese society. . . . In the present atmosphere of revolutionary ecstasy a new system merely by virtue of its novelty has attractions, especially for the young and those who suffered most from the old order. The managing committees of the Higher Stage Cooperatives are almost all composed of younger men - and women - to whom the land​lord system is a bad memory of their youth, and for whom the new regime has an almost mystic value. They will gladly try anything which the Party recommends; the older people are less confident, both of the system, and also of themselves. A little bewildered, un​able to keep up so easily with the swift changes of a new age, they are inclined to let the young men take charge, since. . . the People's Government. . . wills it that way.
--from Flood Tide in China by C. P. FitzGerald 1958, excerpted in China: Selected Readings ed. Hyman Kublin; Houghton Mifflin 1968
1.
Who led the changes of the Cultural Revolution?

2.
Why did the Party choose them as the leadership?

Document – The Divine Wind 
The following letter is by Flying Petty Officer First Class Isao Matsuo of the 701st Air Group. It was written just before he sortied for a kamikaze attack. His home was in Nagasaki Prefecture.

28 October 1944

Dear Parents:

Please congratulate me. I have been given a splendid opportunity to die. This is my last day. The destiny of our homeland hinges on the decisive battle in the seas to the south where I shall fall like a blossom from a radiant cherry tree.

I shall be a shield for His Majesty and die cleanly along with my squadron leader and other friends. I wish that I could be born seven times, each time to smite the enemy.

How I appreciate this chance to die like a man! I am grateful from the depths of my heart to the par​ents who have reared me with their constant prayers and tender love. And I am grateful as well to my squadron leader and superior officers who have looked after me as if I were their own son and given me such careful training.

Thank you, my parents, for the 23 years during which you have cared for me and inspired me. I hope that my present deed will in some small way repay what you have done for me. Think well of me and know that your Isao died for our country. This is my last wish, and there is nothing else that I desire.

I shall return in spirit and look forward to your visit at the Yasukuni Shrine. Please take good care of your​selves.

-- The Divine Wind by Captain Rikihei Inoguchi and Commander Tadashi Nakajima with Roger Pineau; Bantam Books 1978

1. How did Isao feel about becoming a kamikaze?

2. Why did he feel that way?

Document – Samizdat: Voices of the Opposition

Memoirs of Aleksandra Chumakova

After my husband was arrested in 1949 I went to Kaluga to see Lieutenant Colonel Kalyabin. At that time he held the post of head of the investigation department of the Kaluga MGB.

I told him that my life at Vorotynsk had become unbearable after my husband's arrest. They would not let me leave the town but would not give me a job there either. "Remove the stigma of an ex-convict from me or else arrest me again," I told him, in my state of depression and desperation.

"Clear your record I cannot do," he answered with a feigned smile; "as for arresting you, there's no reason to . . . for now."

Only three days had passed after this conversation with Kalyabin when, late at night, an MGB major from Kaluga came for me in a car. Pulling the warrant for my arrest out of his overcoat pocket he smiled at me like Kalyabin had and said in his repulsive way: "Didn't you ask to be arrested?"

Thus by Kalyabin's evil whim, I once again found myself in exile (this time in Siberia) for no other "crime" than having been married to my husband. Moreover, Kalyabin knew very well that my husband and I had had the chance to live to​gether for only four years, the remaining sixteen years of our marriage we had spent apart, thanks to the efforts of the Kalya​bins of all kinds. . . .
-- Memoirs of Aleksandra Chumakova excerpted in Samizdat: Voices of the Soviet Opposition ed. George Saunders; Monad Press 1974

1. Why was Chumakova's life “unbearable”? 
2.
Why was Chumakova exiled to Siberia?

Document – Hitler and Nazi Germany

Still more pernicious was the way in which an ever increasing number of peo​ple were tortured or executed without trial or sentence for no worse crime than unorthodox opinions or "impurity of race." This development took place be​fore the eyes of the entire German peo​ple.

What, then, of concentration camps?

When they were established, people might have believed in good faith that they were needed for the "restoration of public order and security," to quote Article 48 of the Constitution. How​ever, when the Nazis had firm control of all effective power--the police, the armed forces, the civil service--after all political opponents had totally disappeared from public life, after elections had "proved" that 98 percent of the people favored Hitler--why were concentration camps still kept up? Why were they even in​creased in number? . . .

It was not due to either negligence or accident that concentration camps con​tinued to exist past the time when people no longer had any reason to fear the "Red danger." They formed a well​ calculated part of the system. To quote Hitler:
Terrorism is an effective political tool. I shall not deprive myself of it merely because these simple-minded bourgeois "softies" take offense. These so-called atrocities render it unnecessary for me to conduct hundreds of thousands of individual raids against muti​nous and dissatisfied people. People will think twice before opposing us, if they know what awaits them in the camps.
-- from “Life in the Third Reich” by Hannah Vogt, in Hitler and Nazi Germany ed. Robert G.L. Waite; Holt, Reinhart and Winston 1965

1. Why were people in the Third Reich being tortured and executed?

2.
Why did the Nazis establish the concentration camps?

3.
How did the Nazis prove they had massive support?

Document – 32 Things Cubans Can't Do

1. Travel abroad without government permission.

2. Travel abroad with spouses and/or children (except for select government officials).

3. Change jobs without government permission.

4. Change residence without government permission.

5. Publish any piece of writing without government permission.

6. Own a computer without government permission.

7. Access the Internet without government permission. The Internet is closely monitored and controlled by the government. Only 1.67% of the population has access to it.

8. Send one’s children to a private or religious school. All schools are government run.

9. Attend religious instruction of any sort without penalties: Adults can be dismissed from their jobs; children are banned from any schooling past the age of 16.

10. Join any international associations, except as a government or Communist Party official.

11. Watch independent or private radio or TV stations--all TV and radio stations are owned and run by the government. Cubans illegally watch/listen to foreign broadcasts.

12. Read books, magazines or newspapers, unless approved/published by the government (all books, magazines and newspapers are published by the government.

13. Receive publications from abroad or from visitors (punishable by jail terms under Law 88).

14. Communicate freely with foreign journalists.

15. Visit or stay in tourist hotels, restaurants, beaches, and resorts--these are off-limits to Cubans.

16. Accept gifts or gratuities from visiting foreigners.

17. Seek employment with foreign companies on the island, unless approved by the government.

18. Own businesses, unless they are very small and approved by the government. Even these are subject to crushing taxes.

19. Earn more than the government-controlled pay rate for all jobs: $17 per month for most jobs, $34 per month for professionals, such as physicians and top government officials.

20. Sell any personal belongings, services, home-grown food products or home-made handicrafts without government approval.

21. Engage in offshore fishing or gain access to a boat without government permission.

22. Join an independent labor union (there is only one, government-controlled labor union and no individual or collective bargaining is allowed; neither are strikes or protests).

23. Organize any sports teams or activities or artistic performances without government approval.

24. Claim any prize money or proceeds from performances abroad.

25. Choose a physician or hospital. Both are assigned by the government.

26. Seek medical care outside of Cuba.

27. Retain a lawyer, unless approved by the government.

28. Refuse to participate in mass rallies and demonstrations organized by Cuba’s Communist Party.

29. Refuse “volunteer” labor assignments for adults and children.

30. Refuse to vote in one-party, one-candidate elections.

31. Run for public office unless hand-picked by Cuba’s Communist Party.

32. Criticize these repressive laws, or the Castro regime, or the Cuban Communist Party, the only party allowed in Cuba.
-- by Carlos Eire, author of Waiting for Snow in Havana

1.
What are 3 areas of social life that Cubans are prevented from participating in freely?

2.
What are 3 areas of economic life that Cubans cannot participate in freely?

Document – Lodz Ghetto

Announcement No. 356

In accordance with an order, I announce hereby that

FOR RESISTING THE POLICE

on Monday, January 19, 1942,

Dr. Ulrich Georg Israel SCHULZ, 
from Prague, born on 8 June 1897 in Prague,

was lawfully SHOT

by the Police

Litzmannstadt-Ghetto, January 19, 1942

Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski 

Eldest of the Jews [source?]
1. What is the “Announcement”?

2.
How does the event described here illustrate the power of the totalitarian regime in charge?

Document – The Basis of Hitler's Appeal

It is the aim of education to teach the individual not to assert himself. Already the boy in school must learn "to be si​lent, not only when he is blamed justly but he has also to learn, if necessary, to bear injustice in silence," . . .

This whole preaching of self-sacrifice has an obvious purpose: The masses have to resign themselves and submit if the wish for power on the side of the leader and the "elite" is to be realized.

But this masochistic longing is also to be found in Hitler himself. For him the superior power to which he submits is God, Fate, Necessity, History, Nature. Actually all these terms have about the same meaning to him, that of symbols of an overwhelmingly strong power. . . .

I have tried to [highlight] in Hitler's writ​ings the two trends that we have already described as fundamental for the au​thoritarian character: the craving for power over men and the longing for sub​mission to an overwhelmingly strong outside power. Hitler's ideas are more or less identical with the ideology of the Nazi party. The ideas expressed in his book are those which he expressed in the countless speeches by which he won mass following for his party. This ideology results from his personality which, with its inferiority feeling, hatred against life, asceticism, and envy of those who enjoy life, is the soil of sado-masochistic striv​ings; it was addressed to people who, on account of their similar character struc​ture, felt attracted and excited by these teachings and became ardent followers of the man who expressed what they felt. But it was not only the Nazi ideol​ogy that satisfied the lower middle class; the political practice realized what the ideology promised. A hierarchy was cre​ated in which everyone has somebody above him to submit to and somebody beneath him to feel power over; the man at the top, the leader, has Fate, History, Nature above him as the power in which to submerge himself. Thus the Nazi ideology and practice satisfies the desires springing from the character structure of one part of the population and gives direction and orientation to those who, though not enjoying domina​tion and submission, were resigned and had given up faith in life, in their own decisions, in everything.
-- from “Hitler's Personality: The Basis of His Appeal by Erich Fromm,” excerpted in Hitler and Nazi Germany ed. Robert G. L. Waite; Holt, Reinhart and Winston 1965

1. What is Hitler's “masochistic” appeal?

2.
What is the role of the citizen in Hitler's regime?

3.
Why must the individual resign and submit themselves?

Document – The Funeral of Aleksei Kosterin

Only in one person - an employee of the mortuary who, following the orders of some unknown individual, failed to deliver our friend's body an hour before our departure from the mortuary as had been arranged, but twenty minutes be​fore - only in this one person, after he heard the speeches of some of the Bolshevik writer's friends, did there stir any kind of human feeling. He said to us afterward with a pleading and apologetic look on his face: "Please understand that I didn't do this on my own."

This is the kind of machine we have. It is a machine which is run by our hands and heads, which is ruthlessly crushing us and annihilating the best people in our society, while making everyone feel innocent as if they bear no responsibility for the crimes which the machine commits, freeing the conscience of those who run it. It is a terrible, cruel, and heartless machine.


And it was against this very machine that Kosterin struggled throughout his life. It was this very machine that he defended people from. And people went to him, stood side by side with him, and themselves defended him. Within his circle, a person's national origin or age made no difference. Ukrainians, Ger​mans, Czechs, Turks, Chechens, Crimean Tatars, and many other nationalities (I will not list them all), were warmly wel​comed into his home. He had many close friends among all of them, particularly among the Crimean Tatars, Chechens and Ingush.
-- The Funeral of Aleksei Kosterin, excerpted in Samizdat: Voices of the Soviet Opposition ed. George Saunders; Monad Press 1974

1.
What is the benefit of being a part of the regime?

Document - The Burning of the Books

The whole civilized world was shocked when on the evening of May 10, 1933, the books of the authors displeasing to the Nazis, including those of our own Helen Keller, were solemnly burned on the immense Franz Joseph Platz between the University of Berlin and the State Opera on Unter den Linden. I was a witness to the scene.

All afternoon Nazi raiding parties had gone into public and private libraries, throwing into the streets such books as [Propaganda Minister] Dr. Goebbels in his supreme wisdom had decided were unfit for Nazi Germany. From the streets Nazi columns of beer-hall fighters had picked up these discarded volumes and taken them to the square above referred to.

Here the heap grew higher and higher, and every few minutes another howling mob arrived, adding more books to the impressive pyre. Then, as night fell, students from the university, mobilized by the little doctor, performed veritable Indian dances and incantations as the flames began to soar skyward.

When the orgy was at its height, a cavalcade of cars hove into sight. It was the Propaganda Minister himself, accompanied by his bodyguard and a number of fellow torch bearers of the New Nazi Kultur.

"Fellow students, German men and women!" he said as he stepped before a microphone for all Germany to hear him. "The age of extreme Jewish intellectualism has now ended, and the success of the German revolution has again given the right of way to the German spirit. . . .

"You are doing the right thing in committing the evil spirit of the past to the flames at this late hour of the night. It is a strong, great, and symbolic act-an act that is to bear witness before all the world to the fact that the spiritual foundation of the November Republic has disap​peared. From these ashes there will rise the phoenix of a new spirit. . . .

The past is lying in flames. The future will rise from the flames within our own hearts. . . . Brightened by these flames our vow shall be: The Reich and the Nation and our Fuehrer Adolf Hitler: Heil! Heil! Heil!"

The few foreign correspondents who had taken the trouble to view this "symbolic act" were stunned. What had happened to the "Land of Thinkers and Poets?" they wondered.
-- from The Burning of the Books (excerpt from The Goebbels Diaries) excerpted in Readings in World History Holt, Reinhart and Winston
1. Why is this behavior described as an "orgy"?

2.
Why did Goebbels organize this evening's activities?

3.
How does this incident illustrate the lack of freedom for even non-Jewish people in Nazi Germany?

Document - Rewriting History in China

In essence, the official version of the events is this: The troops arrived in Tiananmen Square about 4am on Sunday morning, June 4. The protesting students who were camped out on the square withdrew quickly, so that after only about half an hour the operation was complete. Television footage accompanying this account showed soldiers in the early morning peacefully beginning to clean up the debris from the long occupation of the square.

In a televised interview, Yuan Mu, the official government spokesman, said that at most 300 people were killed in the operation, many of them soldiers. An army commander standing nearby then said that "not a single student was killed" in Tiananmen Square, although the government acknowledged that 23 were killed that day.

Neither man explained how the dissidents, if they were only "a very small group," nonetheless managed to kill up to 300 heavily armed soldiers and to disable or destroy dozens of tanks, armored personnel carriers and trucks.
.

Early in the propaganda campaign, television reports showed pictures of the mutilated and burned bodies of soldiers. For the last few days, there have been segments on the news programs showing local Beijing leaders visiting wounded soldiers in the hospita1.

A heavily bandaged soldier interviewed on television tonight described in detail how his unit was attacked by "hooligans" with clubs and metal rods. All during the week, individuals described as witnesses have testi​fied on television that the army's behavior was disciplined and orderly and that they were attacked by hooligans.

Chinese television has not shown scenes of families grieving over the deaths of loved ones in the crackdown or images of hospitals full of civilian dead and wounded. Both were frequently shown in foreign reporting of the army crackdown.

Instead, people arrested since the crackdown, often looking bruised and exhausted, have been shown on television admitting that they in​stigated the violence by attacking troops. Chinese journalists have con​ducted interviews in the streets of many cities and inside factories in which citizens express their "anger" at the "foreign rumors" concerning the Beijing operation. . . .

It remains unclear whether the government's propaganda is effectively countering contrary versions of events that are available through a large number of other sources. These include efforts by students to disperse to other cities and give their own accounts of the Beijing crackdown, which stress indiscriminate firing by the army at unarmed civilians and heavy loss of life among students and others.

Walls and shop windows. . . have been full of reproductions of Hong Kong Chinese newspapers containing full accounts' and numerous photo​graphs of the Tiananmen incident. In the last couple of days, virtually all of them have been torn down and the Chinese authorities have tried to stop the dissemination of information from outside the country. Visitors flying into Shanghai in recent days have said that airlines ask passengers to throw all newspapers into a garbage bag before they disembark.
--from Rewriting History in China (excerpt from The New York Times) excerpted in Readings in World History Holt. Reinhart and Winston

1. What actions did the Chinese government take regarding the news of events at Tienanmen?

2.
Why would the Chinese government try to rewrite history?

Document - Nelson Mandela - Excerpts

The complaint of Africans, however, is not only that they are poor and the Whites are rich, but that the laws which are made by the Whites are designed to preserve this situation. There are two ways to break out of poverty. The first is by formal education, and the second is by the worker acquiring a greater skill at his work and thus higher wages. As far as Africans are concerned, both these avenues of advancement are delib​erately curtailed by legislation.

The present Government has always sought to hamper Africans in their search for education. One of their early acts. . . was to stop sub​sidies for African school feeding. Many African children who attended schools depended on this supplement to their diet. This was a cruel act.

There is compulsory education for all White children at virtually no cost to their parents, be they rich or poor. Similar facilities are not provided for the African children, though there are some who receive such assistance. African children, however, generally have to pay more for their schooling than Whites. According to figures quoted by the South African Institute of Race Relations in its 1963 journal, approxi​mately 40 percent of African children in the age group between seven to fourteen do not attend school. For those who do attend school, the standards are vastly different from those afforded to White children. In 1960-61 the per capita Government spending on African students at State-aided schools was estimated at RI2.46. In the same years, the per capita spending on White children. . . was RI44.57. Although there are no figures available to me, it can be stated, without doubt, that the White children on whom R144.57 per head was being spent all came from wealthier homes than African children on whom R12.46 per head was being spent.

The lack of human dignity experienced by Africans is the direct result of the policy of White supremacy. White supremacy implies Black inferi​ority. Legislation designed to preserve White supremacy entrenches this notion. Menial tasks in South Africa are invariably performed by Afri​cans. When anything has to be carried or cleaned the White man will look around for an African to do it for him, whether the African is employed by him or not. Because of this sort of attitude, Whites tend to regard Africans as a separate breed. They do not look upon them as people with families of their own; they do not realize that they have emotions-that they fall in love like White people do; that they want to be with their wives and children like White people want to be with theirs; that they want to earn enough money to support their families properly, to feed and clothe them and send them to school. And what "house-boy" or "garden-boy" or labourer can ever hope to do this?


Pass laws, which to the Africans are among the most hated bits of legislation in South Africa, render any African liable to police surveil​lance at any time. I doubt whether there is a single African male in South Africa who has not at some stage had a brush with the police over his pass. Hundreds and thousands of Africans are thrown into jail each year under pass laws. Even worse than this is the fact that pass laws keep husband and wife apart and lead to the breakdown of family life. . . .

-- from Nelson Mandela Explains Why There is a South African Resistance Movement excerpted in Readings in World History Holt Reinhart and Winston

1. What were the laws written by the whites supposed to do?

2.
Why did the government end the school lunch program?

3.
How did white supremacy impact minorities in South Africa?

4.
How did Pass Laws add to the misery and lack of freedom for minorities in South Africa?

Part 2
Directions:  Using your knowledge of global history, as well as information from the documents, write a  well-organized essay of several paragraphs in which you
+  use evidence from at least 5 documents

+  do not simply repeat word-for-word information from the documents

+  include related outside information

+  address all aspects of the task

Historical Context:  Throughout the 20th Century, various regimes and governments have taken control of different states.  Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, Communist China and pre-WWII, militaristic Japan have provided a literary tradition allowing citizens of free nations to learn what life is like in a society without freedom.
Task: Using your knowledge of world history and information from the documents write an essay of several paragraphs in which you:
+  describe at least 3 characteristics of life in a society without freedom

+  describe at least 2 characteristics of a government that controls a society without freedom

+  evaluate the quality of life for citizens of a society without freedom

�  “Chiliasm” is the doctrine of Christ's expected return to reign on earth for 1000 years; millennialism; “Chiliastic” - relating to or believing in the millennium of peace and happiness [syn: millenarian]. � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/" ��www.dictionary.com� 





� Ministerstvo Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti, or Ministry for State Security





