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There is much discussion currently about the similarities and differences between the Vietnam War and the Iraq War. This lesson will involve research, debate, and discussion.  It is assumed here that the Vietnam War has already been studied and that the Iraq War represents new curriculum material.  Students must first complete the chart below, and then they will be divided into two groups.  One group will defend the proposition that the two wars are remarkably similar with regards to goals, tactics, and outcomes. The other will defend the proposition that the two wars are fundamentally different with regards to goals, tactics, and outcomes. A debriefing and discussion will follow the debate.  

Resources:
FPRI’s website will be important for sources on both wars, especially the Iraq War. Previous Weekend Institutes have examined The Vietnam War, The Cold War, Terrorism, Islam, and U.S. Foreign Policy.  Materials from the Institutes posted at www.fpri.org include lectures/articles that will be useful in completing this assignment.  

Newsmagazines such as The Economist, Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, as well as a variety of military and foreign policy journals, will further contribute both to completing the chart and providing ammunition for the debate.

Procedurally, teachers need to briefly review the history of the Vietnam War and set the framework for the Iraq War. Students must research answers for the chart either in small groups or individually. Either a Computer Lab for group or individual work or a home assignment would work.  The two “debate teams” of students need class time to meet and prepare their cases. A captain should be selected by each team, and division of labor concerning the many components of both wars will create “experts” within each group. Following the classroom debate, teachers need to debrief the lesson, keeping in mind that the Iraq War is still very unresolved and that the best answers will be those with the most convincing support.  In truth, we know that there are both numerous similarities and differences concerning these two wars.  In keeping with a military theme, the actual fighting of the two wars can be expanded into an entire day of debating and later, extended debriefing.
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