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Radical Islamists, WMD, and the Age of Terror
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Apopka High School, JROTC Dept., Apopka, FL

Grade:  11 – 12 JROTC
Class Time: 


1 Session of 70 min. lecture & discussion; homework assignment

Student debate:  25 minutes

National Social Studies Standards: 

NSS-WH.5-12.7 - Identify and describe factors that contribute to cooperation or cause conflict among nations.

NSS-WH.5-12.8 - Examine how different religious and cultural belief systems lead to global misunderstanding.

NSS-WH.5-12.9 - Examine how people create and change structures of power and authority.

This lesson analyzes crisis situations and assessment of current political trends in the use of force.
Objective:  SWBAT understand and explain the application of nuclear weapons and other WMDs (chemical or biological weapons) in the War on Terror and to assess the goals and objectives of al Qaeda.  
Key question:  Can terrorist organizations that may nuclear weapons or other WMD be deterred from using them?
Teacher Readings:
Adam Garfinkle, “Does Nuclear Deterrence Apply in the Age of Terror?” March 2009, http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1410.200905.garfinkle.nucleardeterrenceterrorism.html
Trudy Kuehner, “Teaching 9-11 and the War on Terrorism”  http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/111.200603.kuehner.teaching911.html
Alan Dershowitz, Why Terrorism Works, Understanding the threat and responding to the challenge, Yale University Press, 2002.

Preliminary homework assignment:  Using internet or library sources, research the following terrorist events:


--Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand in 1914


--Munich Olympic Massacre in 1972


--Airline hijackings of 1970s-80s


--1993 World Trade Center Bombing


--USS Cole Bombing in 2000

Assignment: Forming teams of two, prepare a debate on either of the following issues (two will argue pro and two con):
a. Are nuclear weapons a real threat in the War on Terror? Why or why not? Are terrorist groups like Al Qaeda likely to obtain them, and if so, can they be deterred from using them?
b. Are chemical or biological WMDs a real threat in the War on Terror? Why or why not? Are terrorist groups like Al Qaeda likely to obtain them, and if so, can they be deterred from using them?
Class presentation will be based on the attached Powerpoint outline.  Following the presentation will be a question-and-answer period and discussion. The class will then be broken into two-person teams for debate purposes. Students will have one week to prepare their arguments, and debates will be held in class.
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