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Grades: 10-12
Missouri Show-Me Standards: 
SS2 – Students will acquire a solid foundation which includes knowledge of continuity and change in the history of Missouri, the United States and the world. 
Process Standard
1.4 – Students will demonstrate within and integrate across all content areas the ability to use technological tools and other resources to locate, select and organize information.

Objective: Students will be able to explain the difference between innovation and invention and how new ideas are based upon previous knowledge. They will also explain or predict how innovations produce other innovations in the future.

Time: one week (five 50-minute class periods)

Definitions: 

The distinction between "invention" and "innovation" is that invention is the creation of a new idea or concept, and innovation is turning the new concept into commercial success or widespread use;   

Incremental innovation seeks to improve the systems that already exist, making them better, faster cheaper. This is sometimes called "Market Pull" innovation. Radical innovation is more focused on new technologies, new business models and breakthrough businesses. This is sometimes called "Technology Push" innovation 

Procedures: Students will be asked to suggest the ten most important innovations of the 20th century. As they are mentioned, the teacher makes a list on the board. Then, they will read Lawrence Husick’s essay and/or view his .ppt, “From Stone to Silicon” (available at http://www.fpri.org/education/innovation/), discuss his choices, and suggest how he arrived at them. 
The class will then be divided into groups of three. The following two class periods, students will conduct research in the library/computer lab. Each group will compile a list of ten innovations for the 20th century, explaining the theory or technology upon which each was based and predicting its evolution into another innovation in the future. They must choose one innovation for each decade of the century. 
During the fourth class period, each group will make a poster representing their choices (or do it as a PowerPoint presentation.) 
On the fifth day, the groups will present their choices to the class, explaining what led to each innovation and their predictions for the future. The class will discuss the choices and pick the top ten for the class.

Resources:


http://www.ideafinder.com/history/timeline

http://www.fpri.org/education/innovation/
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