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Part I. Research Assignment

Objectives:

· The learners will develop research skills about specific innovations in U.S. history

· The learners will demonstrate content knowledge about U.S. history.

· The learners will choose specific innovations that influenced U.S. history.
Class Time: 3-5 class periods
Nebraska State Standard: 
12.1.13 Students will develop skills for historical analysis.

Example Indicators:

-Analyze documents, records, and data, e.g., artifacts, diaries, letters,  photographs, journals, newspapers, and historical accounts.

-Evaluate the authenticity, authority, and credibility of sources.

-Formulate historical questions and defend findings based on inquiry and interpretation.

-Develop perspectives of time and place, such as the construction of various time lines of events, periods, and personalities in American history.

Definitions:. 

The distinction between "invention" and "innovation" is that invention is the creation of a new idea or concept, and innovation is turning the new concept into commercial success or widespread use;   

Incremental innovation seeks to improve the systems that already exist, making them better, faster cheaper. This is sometimes called "Market Pull" innovation. Radical innovation is more focused on new technologies, new business models and breakthrough businesses. This is sometimes called "Technology Push" innovation 

Background:

Innovations have changed the way we live and continue to change our lives everyday. Consider the items that you have used just today. How many of them were invented in the 20th century? Take a minute to make a list of today’s items.

Procedures:

Students will look at their lists and, using the computer lab or reference books, find dates of when those items were invented. They will then be asked to think beyond that to answer the question, what are the greatest innovations of the 20th century? They will be given 1-2 class periods to come up with a list of items. In helping them decide they may use the following criteria:
1. 
The total and possibly continuing effect on U.S. history.
2. 
The number of people effected by the innovation.
3. 
Innovation must have occurred in the U.S.

4.
Innovation must have occurred in the 20th century.

Grading Criteria:

The students will be told that there is no “absolute list” and any answers will be considered correct if they meet the 4 listed parameters.
Resources:

There are many resources that can be implemented by the students for this assignment including textbooks, encyclopedias or websites. Some sites that may prove valuable are:

http://www.globalfuture.com/forbes-innovation.htm
http://www.fashion-era.com/20th_century_major_innovations.htm
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/01/03/cnn25.top25.innovations/
http://www.fpri.org/education/innovation/

Part II. Writing Assignment

Objectives:

· The learners will develop research skills about specific innovations in U.S. history

· The learners will demonstrate content knowledge about U.S. history.

· The learners will develop a persuasive essay.
Class Time: 5-8 class periods
Nebraska State Standard: 
LA 12.2.1 Writing Process: Students will use the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish. 

LA 12.2.1.b Generate a draft by: 

Selecting and organizing ideas relevant to topic, purpose, and genre 

Composing paragraphs with sentences of varying length and complexity 

LA 12.2.1.c Revise to improve writing (e.g., quality of ideas, organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice) 

LA 12.2.1.d Provide feedback to other writers; utilize others’ feedback to improve own writing 

LA 12.2.1.e Edit writing for format and conventions (e.g., spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage) 

Background:

Students will take the #1 item on their list developed in Part I of the lesson. They will then construct a persuasive essay stating their reasons why they have selected that item as the #1 U.S. innovation of the 20th century.

Procedures:

Students will spend the first day researching, in-depth, their #1 item. Days 2-3 will be spent constructing a persuasive essay using the six-traits writing style that states their reasons. Day 4 will be spent on peer-editing of the essays. The final day(s) are spent creating a final copy (typed if possible) of the essay.
Grading Criteria:

A scoring rubric can be found at:
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment/documents/Grade11rubric2006_000.pdf
Resources: Exemplars of persuasive papers can be found at:

http://www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment/documents/AdvancedGrade11.pdf
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/assessment/documents/ProficientGrade11.pdf
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