	[image: image1.png]



	Foreign Policy Research Institute
Wachman Center

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

Military History



Sun-Tzu Project
Joshuah Totten-Greenwood

Nashua High School South, Nashua, NH
(2008)
Standards: 

NCHS: World History, Era 3 part A:  Classical Traditions, Major Religions, and Giant Empires, 1000 BCE – 300 CE (UCLA: National Center for History in the Schools, http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/world-standards5-12.html) 
Objective: 
Students should be able to critically analyze Sun Tzu’s most famous work, The Art of War, ca. 500 BCE, choose the three most applicable directives to modern warfare, and defend their choices in a paragraph.
Class Description: 
This lesson would encompass three 90-minute blocks for an unleveled military history elective for high school juniors and seniors. Following the initial “What is war?” unit, the students read and assess the basic themes in The Art of War in class.  Before this assignment, the teacher should lead the students in reading Chapter One of the Sun-Tzu text; the remainder of the text ought to be assigned for homework prior to the beginning of this assignment.
Assigned Reading:

Sun-Tzu on the Art of War (Giles translation), http://www.chinapage.com/sunzi-e.html 
Arthur Wilson, War and the East (Oct. 2007), FPRI Footnote, at http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1221.200710.wilson.wareast.html 
For a bio of Sun-tzu, see http://www.suntzu1.com/content/who_is_sun_tzu/
“War and the East”/ The Art of War Assignment
 Name: ___________________________________


Date: ________________

Over the next three blocks (you may also need to work at home) you have four jobs:
1. Read “War and the East” by Prof. Andrew Wilson dealing with the importance of non-Western warfare.
2. Answer the guided reading questions for “War and the East” in complete sentences on a separate sheet.  

3. Actively review The Art of War by Sun Tzu. Mark it up and take some notes on the meanings of each chapter/passage.  

Due Date:

“War and the East” by

Andrew R. Wilson U.S. Naval War College
Guided Reading Questions – Please answer in complete sentences on a separate sheet.
1. Why does Prof. Wilson believe it is important to include East Asian Military history in the modern military history classroom?
2. Why are most modern accounts of military history Euro-centric?
3. Why is the study of East Asian military history important today?

4. Why is the proper understanding of Sun Tzu’s Art of War necessary?

5. Sun Tzu wrote during what time period in Chinese history?
6. According to Sun Tzu, what does “supreme excellence” mean?

7. Use classroom resources or the internet to explain who the Mongols were.  Be sure to include your sources.
8. According to Wilson, how did the Japanese government foster nationalism in the late nineteenth century? 
9. Explain Japanese Bushido.  Why is this important for the warrior/soldier?

10. How does Wilson describe the Japanese leadership following the departure of the Meiji oligarchy?

11. What does Wilson mean when he uses the phrase “victory disease?” 
12. What is the “elephant in the room” in Japanese military history according to Wilson?  How does this issue parallel with the current global conflicts? 
Sun Tzu’s Advice to Modern Generals
NHSS Military History 
Using The Art of War, create a “Top 20” list of Sun Tzu’s most important passages pertaining to modern warfare.  In other words, which twenty passages would Sun Tzu recommend to a modern general if he were alive today?
Rank them in order- #20 being the least and #1 being the most, important.  Also you must include at least one point from each chapter!
Please write a paragraph for EACH of the TOP THREE passages you choose.  The paragraph should explain and justify why you consider your top three picks most crucial.  

What you turn in should look like the following:

#20 - Chapter I- Laying Plans - #18 “All warfare is based on deception.”

#19 - Chapter III – Attack by Stratagem - #14 –  “Write out passage in quotes…”

#18 - Chapter X- #X “Etc…”
Rankings for #17 - #4
#3 - Passage
Paragraph for #3

#2 - Passage
Paragraph for #2

#1 - Passage
Paragraph for #1

If you have any questions please ask…  This will be worth a substantial grade.
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