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Grade level: 8-12
National History Standards: 

US History, Era 3, Standard 1A and 1C; 

Historical Thinking, Standards 5B, 5D, 5E, and 5F

Time Frame: 2-4 days

Objective: To examine the strategy and tactics used during the Battle of Bunker Hill, 1775. Evaluate executive decisions, command orders and the decision-making process while analyzing this military battle between the newly formed American-patriot army and the British army in the months prior to the Declaration of Independence. Analyze the devastation of this battle on both sides. 
Essential Questions:

1. Describe the national and wartime strategy of both the American and British armies.
2. Identify tactical maneuvers the armies carried out to achieve their strategy and objectives.
3. Evaluate whether or not the army commanders’ decisions were clear and rational.
4. Consider decisions that may have caused the adverse outcome for the Patriot Army. What would you have done differently?
Background information, readings and resources:

Karl Walling, War and Leadership: a Critical Analysis of Thucydides’ Account of the Athenian Expedition to Sicily:

http://www.fpri.org/footnotes/1227.200711.walling.warleadershipthucydides.html
Video version:

http://www.fpri.org/multimedia/20070929.walling.thucydides.html
Information on the Battle of Bunker Hill can be found from countless sources; recommended is the National Park Service’s credible and concise history of the event. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/42bunker/42bunker.htm
Make copies or transparencies of the NPS visual evidence maps, and make student copies of NPS Readings 1 and 2.

Procedure: Begin by reviewing the background information and readings on both the purpose of this exercise and specifics about the Battle of Bunker Hill.
1. Students should have background knowledge of the events leading up to the Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775. Students should read Historical Context (Setting the Stage) from the NPS website.
2. Begin the lesson by defining strategy and tactics. Be sure to differentiate between national strategy and military strategy. Although the two are interdependent, they require different courses of action (see Key Terms, below). This part of the lesson can be enriched by adding current events tie-ins to our national strategy and military strategies in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
3. Using transparency/handout of Visual Evidence Map of Boston Area, 1775 from NPS website, have the students shade and label the map, noting the following important points:

Bodies of water:

Mystic River

Charles River

Boston Harbor


Geographic features:

Morton’s Point, Mystic Beach

Cobb’s Hill, Bunker Hill

Breed’s Hill, Charles Neck

Charlestown

4. Pass out Reading 1 from NPS website. Have students read, using a highlighter to note any information that refers to strategy or tactics.

5. Using the overhead transparency, trace the path of the Patriot army to Charlestown Peninsula from the Boston Area Map. Discuss questions #1-4 at the end of Reading 1.

6. Have students read Reading 2, highlighting information regarding strategy and tactics. 

7. Discuss the condition of the Patriot army on the morning of June 17. 

8. Using overhead transparency, show the British landing and the three attack routes taken by the British troops. Have students come forward and draw the Patriot position and fortifications and the three British attack routes on transparency using red (British) and blue (Patriots) markers. 

9. Describe strategies the Patriots used to thwart British attacks, and evaluate whether they worked.

10. Describe the final outcome of the battle and the human cost.

11. Have students complete questions 1-6 from Reading 2.

12. After all the information concerning the Battle of Bunker Hill has been reviewed, use Prof. Walling’s analysis of strategy and tactics. Have students complete a T-chart, as shown in the Walling text (example attached).

13. What “what if” questions can students think of, factors that might have changed the outcome of this battle? Consider whether a different outcome to the battle would have had consequences for the war as a whole.
Key Terms (definitions of strategy and tactics from the U.S. Marine Corps manual on strategy, http://www.clausewitz.com/CWZHOME/Bibl/mcdp1_1.pdf):
National Strategy—the art and science of developing and using political, economic, military, and informational powers, together with armed force, during peace and war, to secure the objectives of policy.
Military Strategy—the art and science of employing the armed forces of a nation to secure the objectives of national policy by the application of force or the threat of force. However, in order to place military strategy in its proper context, it is necessary to understand national strategy.

Tactics—military maneuvers used to gain the advantage in war or a specific battle. 

Pyrrhic victory—a victory with devastating cost to the victor, named after the irreplaceable losses King Pyrrhus suffered in defeating the Romans in 280-79 BCE.

Vocabulary from readings
Breed’s Hill—the smaller of two hill located on the Charlestown Peninsula and the actual site of the battle of June 17, 1775. 

Sloop of war—a small British warship equipped with canons.

Redoubt—a small, often temporary defensive fortification, usually made from earth, that surrounds a larger permanent fort.


Breastwork—a low earthen fortification for temporary purposes about breast-high.

Walling’s T-chart Activity:
Have students complete independently or in pairs. Discuss points, having students come to board and fill in categories. Critically analyze the decision process used, the alternatives that existed, possibilities and other considerations. 

Examination of American Strategy

	American Political Objective

	Clear and rational
	Neither clear nor rational

	American Strategy

	Good?
	Bad?

	Execution

	Good as circumstances allowed?
	Really poor?


Extension Activities

Military Command:

Students can list the officers from the battle, their position and tactical objectives. For further extension, students can choose to research and biography one officer. 
	American
	British

	Artemas Ward
	Thomas Gage

	William Prescott
	John Burgoyne

	Israel Putnam
	William Howe

	Richard Gridley
	Henry Clinton


Essay:

Having modeled the analysis of strategic thinking and tactical maneuvers, students can research and write a five-paragraph essay about another Revolutionary War battle. Requirements could be to analyze the strategic choices and decision making process of the leaders and the tactical maneuvers of the troops. Students should critically analyze the choices made as in the activity above, stating any decisions they would make to offer an improved outcome. riteria for the essay assignment.
Five-paragraph essay on
Revolutionary War Battle
First Paragraph—introduction

Battle, date, place

Leaders for each side

Any other background information
Second Paragraph—strategy

Overall battle strategy for British and Patriots:

Goals for political leaders


Goals for military leaders
Third Paragraph—tactics

What tactics did each of the British and Patriots use to achieve their military strategy?

Fourth Paragraph—outcome

What was the outcome of the battle?

Losses—positions, men, supplies
Fifth Paragraph—evaluation

What factors might have changed the outcome?

What decisions turned out to be good or bad?

Could the outcome have been avoided, and if so, how?
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