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GRADE LEVEL: High School (10, 11)

TIMEFRAME: One 40-minute class period

LESSON SUMMARY: Students will sample various examples of propaganda from the Nazi Germany, Communist Soviet Union, WWII America, and compare them to those of the Jihadist movement and post-9/11 America.  Students will view and analyze artwork, film, and writing samples from these groups.

OBJECTIVES - Students will be able to:
· compare and contrast different methods used to indoctrinate the masses through analyzing different forms of mass media.

· differentiate between the motivations behind the use of propaganda during World War II and post 9/11. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
The year is 1933 and Adolf Hitler has ascended to the office of Chancellor of Germany. The nation is engulfed in depression and hungry for revenge after the Treaty of Versailles stripped the country of much of its power and possessions. Through the use of writings, films, artwork, and speeches, Hitler was a mastermind at brainwashing the citizens of Germany. His use of propaganda allowed him the overwhelming support of the people in his quest to establish a Third Reich in Germany while launching a genocide against the Jewish Race.

The year is 1924 and Joseph Stalin has emerged as the new leader of the now five year old Soviet empire. His harsh rule over the citizens of Russia included the collectivization of Soviet farmland and the forced industrialization of industry. Like Germany, the Soviet Union was also negatively impacted by the Treaty of Versailles, which took from them land in the Balkan states and modern-day Poland. Like his new ally Hitler, Stalin was also a mastermind of propaganda. After successfully transforming the national economy and purging the nation of political enemies, he essentially had a stranglehold on the will of his people. Unlike Hitler, who used a variety of forms of propaganda, Stalin mainly utilized nationalistic literature and artwork.

On December 7, 1941 the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor sent shockwaves through the nation. A nation that had maintained an ardent isolationist stance became overnight fully immersed in World War II. President Roosevelt’s use of films (mostly directed by Frank Capra), speeches, and artwork successfully transformed the desires of the once neutral nation. His effective use of propaganda did however have negative implications most notably the internment of Japanese Americans.

After September 11, 2001, the Al Qaeda-sponsored attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon fueled a nationalistic fervor in both the United States and the Middle East. A call for a “holy war” emerged in the greater Middle East, while President Bush promised to root out terrorists and those who harbored them. Propaganda on both sides quickly emerged; however, unlike during World War II, this time it was fueled by the media (multiple outlets in the U.S. and Al Jazeera in the Middle East). 

KEY TERMS: Communism, Democracy, Mein Kampf, Jihadist, Al Qaeda, Taliban, Nazism, Propaganda, Nationalism

DO NOW: Provide examples of how the Allied and Axis Powers used propaganda to have the citizens of their country fully support the WWII effort.

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS:

· What conditions in a country allow for propaganda to become an effective tool for the government?

· What view does American mass media take in its propaganda for the War on Terror?  

· What do you believe the terrorist groups use to influence their followers to take action for their beliefs?
ANTICIPATORY SET: This lesson will be completed at any point in the year after World War II has been taught. To complete this lesson students must be relatively well versed in the events of 9/11 as well. 

PROCEDURES:

I. Students will complete the DO-NOW activity, their findings will be discussed orally as a class.
II. Show the accompanying .ppt presentation showing examples of propaganda beginning during the WWII era.  These will include examples from Nazi Germany, Communist Soviet Union, the United States and Islamic fundamentalism.
III. Students will view video clips from Triumph of the Will (if instructor doesn’t have access to this film, use handouts of Mein Kampf)
IV. Students will complete a reaction worksheet that addresses the first critical thinking question: What conditions in a country allow for propaganda to become an effective tool for the government? 

V. Students will work with a partner to analyze what they know about the world today and compare it to what they have learned about the world during WWII.  Students will answer the following critical thinking question:  What is similar about these to eras that caused propaganda to be absorbed by citizens of nations in distress?
VI. Extension Activities

· Students will work in pairs to create a propaganda poster or other form of media (ex. commercial, bumper sticker, song, CD cover, etc) with the intention of rallying their classmates behind their cause. 
· This extension will take approximately two full class periods.
CLOSURE: Students will identify ways propaganda is used to persuade the Americans to rally behind or against the War on Terrorism.

EVALUATION: Students will be evaluated based on their reaction sheets and possible completion of the extension activity.

RESOURCES:

Attached PowerPoint (including streaming video)

http://www.hitler.org/writings/Mein_Kampf/

