	[image: image1.png]



	Foreign Policy Research Institute

Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education

	
	Classroom Lessons: 

Teaching 9/11


What is Islam and 

What are the Root Causes of Muslim Anger with the West?
(2005)

Developed By: Michele McCormick, Jim Pease, Chris Petruniak, and Joe Pastva, Churchill Junior High School, East Brunswick, NJ


Grade:7-12

Objectives: 

1. Identify the fundamentals of the Islamic religion.

2. Create a better understanding of the principles of the Islamic religion.

3. Analyze the differences between Islam and Jihad.

4. Identify the underlying causes of Islamist rage.

Time: 3-5 days

Standards: National Standards World History Era 9, 2D, 2F, 3 and



Long Term changes Standard 1

Part 1

1. Do Now-Have students answer the question “What is Islam?” or “What do you know about Islam?”

2. Record individual responses on the board.  Teacher will lead a discussion using the responses as a springboard.

3. Introduce the video “What is Islam?”  (There are a number of excellent videos on Islam in most school media centers)  Distribute video/vocabulary sheet that accompanies the video.  Instruct students to complete the sheet while viewing the video.

4. Show the video and move about the class to assist in completing the video sheet.

5. Following the video, assign students partners.  Instruct the students to pair share the video sheet.

6. Teacher will review with class the vocabulary and questions from the sheet.

7. Explain homework.  Students are to describe the differences between the principles of the Islamic religion and the actions of the Islamic terrorists.


Closure: Identify one aspect of Islam that you didn’t know before today’s lesson.  If time allows, share information with partner.

Part 2

1. Do Now-Arrange students in six discussion groups.  Distribute response sheet on which each student will record one difference or action from their homework assignment.  Choose a spokesperson from each group to share responses. Choose a recorder to write the responses on the board. 

2. Distribute Bernard Lewis, “The Roots of Muslim Rage” (Atlantic, Sept. 1990), The article has been divided into numbered sections [?] which reflect the group’s numbers.  Each group will be assigned a specific cause of Muslim rage which is reflected by a numbered section in the article. The groups will be responsible to identify and explain their cause.

3. Using a computer lab, .ppt, slide or other presentation arrangement, once each group has identified and explained their cause they are to list the cause and bullet the explanations on a power point slide.  If the lab is unavailable teacher will distribute chart paper to take the place of the slide.

4. When all groups are complete the slides will be presented.  

Closure: Based on the reasons presented and discussed today why do you think many Muslims resent the West?


