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Summary: This lesson allows the student to apply Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory of development and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs to the allure of Al Qaeda to Muslim youth.  This will especially focus on the stages of identity vs. identity confusion and intimacy vs. isolation.  Social, political, and psychological issues will be covered.

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. comprehend the underlying conditions that motivate humans to turn to a life of terrorism by viewing and analyzing pictures portraying the income gap in Middle Eastern culture.

2. apply the theory of psychosocial development and Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs to the recruitment of terrorists by analyzing biographies of terrorists.

3. evaluate the policies of the US to deal with this problem by proposing alternative ways to improve this situation.

4. comprehend the power of group thought and the sense of belonging to an organization or group by reflecting on their own peer pressures and drives to be a part of a group.

Background: Erik Erikson (1902-94) was a psychologist who greatly influenced the teachings surrounding the development of personality.  He stressed that individuals move through specific crisis periods where they have to make choices in which way to go.  These crises are created by our age and our society.  The choices we make greatly impact our future personality and behavior.

Abraham Maslow (1908-1970) is famous for his work on his hierarchy of needs. After basic physiological and safety needs are met, humans attempt to meet their need for love and belonging, self-esteem and self-actualization.

Much attention has been dedicated to the question “How does one become a terrorist?”  There are many factors that are coming together in both Middle Eastern, but also Western culture that are affecting the environments and, as a result, psychosocial choices of Muslim youth.  This lesson serves as a vehicle to investigate possible links.

Key Terms: Al Qaeda, terrorist, fundamentalist, psychosocial crisis, Erikson, Maslow, Hierarchy of Needs

Do Now: What reasons do you have when you join a club of organization?

Critical Thinking Questions:

1. What facts about these people’s lives are worst?  Different from your life/surroundings?

2. What is a terrorist?

3. What is the difference between a jihadist, fundamentalist, Muslim, and Al Qaeda?

4. How are the environmental (political, social, economic) factors affecting the identity of these people?

5. How can the U.S. affect the results of these factors?

6. How are these factors impacting the psychosocial crises of these people?

Anticipatory Set: What two stages of psychosocial development is a person experiencing during the teens and early 20s?

Procedures:

I. DISCUSSION what makes you join a club or sport?  [Want to touch upon the need for a sense of belonging and how powerful it can be]

II. DISCUSSION Link to Erikson and stage one during the teens and how group identity is so powerful and important.  Also link to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. 

III. CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING: Students will analyze photos and other resources illustrating social class phenomenon that leads to frustration the disenfranchisement of many Arabs in their home countries and in other nations.  Students will discuss/report on their observations. 

IV. GUIDED PRACTICE: Students will review a biography of bin Laden http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/1551100.stm  and identify the factors that made him turn to a life of terror.  They will work in pairs and report their findings back to the class in discussion format.

Closure: After viewing these factors that create a terrorist, students will devise policies on how to deal with this growing problem.  What can be done by the United States/international community to help stop the pool of candidates for possible terrorism?

Evaluation: Students will write a 1-page typed policy paper, where they outline the underlying psychological issues behind the allure of terrorism and their proposals for dealing with this issue.  

Suggested Homework: Complete the policy paper.
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