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FPRI’S RESEARCH CENTERS

In each of our projects, we strive to address a vital issue of the day and do so in a
way that speaks to multiple audiences. The research produced by FPRI scholars
takes the form of books and articles in professional journals that help shape the
intellectual climate in which foreign policy is made. This work is also condensed
into a form that, by electronic means, reaches a much larger group. We are thus able
to reach a wide spectrum that includes policymakers and policy analysts, scholars,
educators, the media, and interested citizens. Highlights of FPRI’s research,
publications, events, and media coverage over the past year are presented below by
major programmatic areas.

PROGRAM ON NATIONAL SECURITY 

Chair: The Hon. John F. Lehman, Jr.
Director: Michael P. Noonan

More than a decade after the 9/11 attacks the world remains a
complicated and dangerous place. The crises in Syria, Iraq, and
Ukraine are clearly destabilizing and China’s actions in the South
and East China Seas have potentially deleterious consequences
for Asian regional security. The United States faces dynamic
threats from non-state actors (e.g., terrorism, cyber threats,
pandemics, etc.) as well as the reassertion of a more competitive international
state system. While such matters may not pose as severe a threat as what the
Cold War posed, today’s complexities are compounded because of domestic
political differences in the U.S. that question what should, or should not, be
the Nation’s role in international security and the resources that should, or
should not, be allocated to deal with these problems. 

The FPRI’s Program on National Security seeks to help illuminate and address
these issues and trends by examining contemporary and emergent concerns for
American and international security through a wide aperture by bringing
expertise to bear in publications, media appearances, and briefings. The
Institute’s location in Philadelphia outside of the shorter attention span of
Washington policy debates allows the Program to look at current and emergent
problems with a longer-range view. 
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In particular the program focuses on:

• American grand strategy
• The current and future global geopolitical environment that affect the 
U.S. and its interests

• The ends (strategies), ways (organization and methods of force 
employment), and means (force structures and capabilities) that 
impact the use of military force

• Counterterrorism and homeland security
• Development, diplomacy, and informational issues that contribute to 
the holistic implementation of strategy.

2014 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Washington, D.C. Panel Discussions. The Program held three panel
discussions in the nation’s capital. The first panel, co-held with the Middle
East Program, dealt with the Gulf States and the contest for the Middle East
(with a panel of Jakub Grygiel, Brandon Friedman, Michael P. Noonan, and
Amin Tarzi), the second panel addressed new thinking on the origins of World
War I (with Mackubin Thomas Owens, Michael Neiberg, John Schindler, and
Kate Epstein), and the third, co-hosted with the American Enterprise Institute
and televised on CSPAN, debated combating al-Qaeda (with Clint Watts and
Mary Habeck and moderated by former FPRI intern Katherine Zimmerman
of AEI’s Critical Threats Program).

Briefings. Program scholars made dozens of presentations this year both under
the auspices of FPRI and in other forums. David Danelo, Jacqueline Deal,
Michael Horowitz, John Maurer, Dominic Tierney, and Clint Watts, for
instance, gave FPRI briefings on topics ranging from U.S. border security to
robots and the future of warfare to Winston Churchill and the outbreak of
WWI. Another highlight was co-sponsoring with the University of
Pennsylvania a presentation by Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus on the role
of the U.S. Navy in foreign policy. 

Senior Fellow Michael Horowitz, who monitored game-changing technologies
during a year’s fellowship in the Pentagon, wrote and spoke this year on the
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problem that defense cuts may pose to the maintenance of America’s
technological lead, which is so critical to our overall defense posture.  

Program director Michael P. Noonan briefed
members of the European Union in Brussels on
U.S. responses to the foreign fighter problem — a
very important international security issue owing to
the numbers involved in Syria and Iraq and the
presence of as many as 5,000 such fighters from the
West. Those briefings draw upon five years of work
by the national security program and build upon
Noonan’s experiences from Iraq.  His essay on the
subject appeared at War on the Rocks.

Research and Publication. FPRI program
affiliates, as well as outside experts commissioned
from inside the networks of program scholars, published more than three
dozen essays and articles for both FPRI and outside publications such as The
Atlantic, The American Interest, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The National
Interest, National Review, Survival, U.S. News & World Report, War on the Rocks,
Wall Street Journal, and the Weekly Standard. 

Featured Scholar. Clint Watts is a Senior Fellow in
the National Security Program and is President of
Miburo Solutions, Inc. His research focuses on
analyzing transnational threat groups operating in
local environments on a global scale. Clint has been
working furiously over the past year, penning a
series of regular posts for Geopoliticus: The FPRI
Blog, including his five-part “Smarter
Counterterrorism” series. He has also appeared all
over the media this year, being quoted or
interviewed for the Huffington Post, the Hill, the
Daily Beast, and NPR, and was recently profiled in
the Boston Globe as one of a “New Breed of Online
Jihadi Hunters.”

Clint Watts

Michael Noonan
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF TERRORISM 
Chairs: Lawrence Husick and Edward Turzanski

Since the al Qaeda attacks on the United States on September 11, 2001, it is
clear that tactical responses to that event and to the organizations and
individuals who planned it have largely been successful in preventing follow-
on attacks against the United States itself. Other attacks, while significant and
tragic, have been smaller in scale and consequence than 9/11, and have been
planned and executed by a diverse set of actors in loose confederation with the
now-decapitated and generally defeated original cadre of al Qaeda terrorists.
Terrorism, however, remains a favored tactic of those who oppose the United
States and its allies, and the range of threats and hostile actors has continued
to expand. 

FPRI has devoted significant effort to the analysis of terrorist organizations,
motivations, operations, and related matters. These efforts have, we believe,
contributed to both greater understanding of the threats posed by Islamist and
other terrorists, and strategies to prevent large-scale attacks in the future. In
2002, our founder, Ambassador Robert Strausz-Hupé, who had called the
Cold War America’s “Protracted Conflict,” termed Islamist terrorism our “new
protracted conflict” and advised that this struggle would continue until either
we, or the terrorists and the states that supported them were transformed. We
believe that FPRI is the premiere organization pursuing policy analysis and
formulation in the study of terrorism that adhere to the following “3M”
statement for the Center for the Study of Terrorism.

• Mission: The FPRI Center for the Study of Terrorism conducts fact-based
analysis of actual and potential uses of terrorism as a tactic by adversaries of
the United States and its allies so that we may provide policy guidance to
government officials and private sector decision-makers that will improve
the effective and efficient prevention of, recovery from, and response to
terrorist actions.

• Methods: The FPRI Center for the Study of Terrorism conducts original
research and meta-research regarding adversaries’ goals, resources, tactics and
strategies in the use of terrorism against the United States and its allies. We
cooperate and coordinate with scholars from other institutions whenever
possible to improve the quality of fact-gathering, analysis, and policy
evaluation.
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• Metrics: The FPRI Center for the Study of Terrorism publishes its research
in multiple channels, and conducts briefings, seminars, lectures and larger
symposia to disseminate its findings to policy makers, operational personnel,
and scholars.

Our scholars now work with a constellation of threats that encompass both the
many offshoots and franchises of al Qaeda worldwide, as well as emerging groups
including Boko Haram, ISIS, and the foreign fighter networks trained by such
groups. Because of the constant threat posed by cyber attacks, special attention
is paid to both primary research and policy formulation in the cyber arena.

Lawrence Husick led FPRI’s efforts in presenting
threats in the cyber domain in his “HACKED!:
Cyber-Threats to Lawyers, Law Firms, and Their
Clients” presentations to groups of lawyers, as well
as to several information technology professional
associations. Throughout the year, Husick
presented other lectures about cyberwar,
cyberterrorism, and privacy in the age of NSA
snooping to other diverse groups and workshops.
These presentations will continue with upcoming
lectures in  Tucson, Honolulu, Juneau, Anchorage,
and other venues.

Edward Turzanki is FPRI’s John Templeton
Fellow and Co-Chair of FPRI’s Center for the Study
of Terrorism. Over the past year, he has regularly
appeared in local and national media, commenting
on news breaking developments, often doing a
dozen interviews in a day. He has appeared on
CNN, Fox News Channel, MSNBC, CTV News in
Canada and many other media outlets. In his role as
the John Templeton Fellow, Turzanski is currently
conducting a research and outreach program on
American vulnerabilities, covering in particular the
erosion of US influence in the Middle East, threats
to US homeland security, and the impact of
sequestration on American defense capabilities.

Lawrence Husick

Edward Turzanki
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF
AMERICA & THE WEST 
Chair: Walter A. McDougall
Executive Director: Ronald J. Granieri

FPRI’s Center for the Study of America and the West continues to expand its
reputation as a premier program—bridging the research and policy
communities by encouraging research and publications that shape the
scholarly discourse and enrich the teaching of history in the classroom.
Founded in 1997, the Center relates the teaching of history to issues of
American and Western identity, combining high levels of scholarship with an
active program to introduce that scholarship into the classroom at the
secondary as well as the university level. 

The Center’s Study Group on America and the West aims to be a forum
through which we can help shape the strategic dialogue about American
foreign policy. It provides opportunities for scholars and FPRI members to
meet for historical discussions of the modern West, analyses of current
controversies, and also discussion about the future of the West. Just as the
construction of Western Civilization was a long-term project, so too the Study
Group on America and the West aims to play a long-term role in shaping
debates about the West and the American role in it.
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In 2014, the Center sponsored:

The Tenth in our series of history weekends for teachers on American military
history at the First Division Museum in Wheaton, IL, on “America and
Modern War: The American Military Post-Vietnam.” See next page for a full
agenda of the conference.

Sessions of the Study Group included Mary Nolan on “Still the American
Century in Europe?”; Jeffrey Engel on “Using History to Make History:
George H. W. Bush and the Revolutions of 1989”; FPRI’s Nino Japaridze on
“Political Culture Change and New Media: New Approaches to Democracy
Promotion,”; and Jocelyn Kiley of the Pew Research Center on “Political
Polarization and the American Public.” 

The Center’s chair, Walter McDougall, is at work on a new book (under
contract with Yale University Press) that looks at the history of American
foreign policy through the lens of what he calls the American Civil Religion –
what Americans believe our nation’s mission in the world to be.  It will make
an excellent companion volume to his earlier work Promised Land, Crusader
State: America’s Encounter with the World Since 1776. 

KISSINGER’S WORLD ORDER
By Walter A. McDougall

(Excerpted from his review of Henry Kissinger’s new book)

“At 91 Kissinger is still an apostle of order.  But the owl of Minerva
does not always wait until dusk, because Kissinger had already
understood at age 33 that history never comes to an end.  Today, he
would probably be the first to admit – indeed, to insist – that even if
a world order could be designed according to some amalgam of
Western and Chinese wisdom, that order would not last very long.  It
was Kissinger, after all, who instructed us back in the 1970s that the
most to which statesmen can aspire is to fashion a generation of
peace.”
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AMERICA AND MODERN WAR: 
THE AMERICAN MILITARY POST-VIETNAM

Saturday, April 26

Welcoming Remarks
Paul H. Herbert, Executive Director, First Division Museum at Cantigny
Walter A. McDougall, Co-Chair, Butcher History Institute

From Cold War to Post-9/11 in Historical Perspective
Ronald J. Granieri, Executive Director, FPRI Center for the Study of America
and the West

Technological Innovation and the American Way of War:
From Stealth to GPS to Drones
Michael C. Horowitz, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of
Pennsylvania, and Senior Fellow, FPRI

The Decisive Force Wars: Panama and Iraq
BG John Sloan Brown, USA (ret.), Author of Kevlar Legions

The Nuclear and Missile Threat Since 1991 
James J. Wirtz, Dean, School of International Graduate Studies, Naval
Postgraduate School

The Savage Wars of Peacekeeping and Peace Enforcement:
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Kosovo
Janine Davidson, Senior Fellow for Defense Policy, Council on Foreign Relations

Sunday, April 27 

From 9-11 to Today: Afghanistan, Iraq, Philippines, and More
Stephen Biddle, Professor of Political Science and International Affairs, George
Washington University

From Black Boots to Desert Boots:
Cultural and Social Changes in the US Armed Forces, 1973-Today
Leonard Wong, Research Professor of Military Strategy, US Army War College

Thinking about Military History in an Age of Drones, Hackers, and IEDs
Paul Springer, Associate Professor of Military History, Air Command and Staff
College



ASIA PROGRAM 
Director: Jacques deLisle

FPRI’s Asia Program promotes debate and analysis
of important developments in Asia, with an
emphasis on East Asia, including China and
Taiwan. The program includes four interrelated
initiatives: (1) conferences, (2) the Asia Study
Group, (3) educational programs for the public and
teachers and (4) research and publication.

This year, the Asia Program brought together a
number of the world’s most preeminent regional
experts to discuss many of the issues that made
headlines in 2014, including the potential for
economic integration, the many sea and border
disputes throughout the region, cross-strait
relations between China and Taiwan, the rise of India, and much more.

In addition to the numerous events held throughout the year, the Asia program
was well represented on FPRI Radio Podcasts, hosting episodes on the reform
movement in China, student protests in Taiwan and Hong Kong, and India’s
foreign policy priorities.

Highlighting the many publications we put forth this year is the release of a
new book co-edited by Jacques deLisle, Director of
FPRI’s Asia Program, and Jean-Pierre Cabestan of
Hong Kong Baptist University. Political Changes
in Taiwan Under Ma Ying-jeou: Partisan
Conflict, Policy Choices, External Constraints
and Security Challenges (Routledge, 2014) is a
collection of papers on the changes in Taiwan’s
domestic politics and foreign policy since the return
to power of the Kuomintang (KMT) in 2008. This
edited volume is based upon the results of a
conference co-sponsored by FPRI, Hong Kong
Baptist University, and the Adenauer Foundation.
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Jacques deLisle
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CONFERENCES: 

On October 30, 2014, FPRI co-sponsored a conference with the Woodrow
Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. on Strategic Rebalancing and the
Trans-Pacific Partnership: Assessing U.S. Security and Trade Policy
toward Asia under Obama.

On June 4, 2014, we held a symposium and webcast on US Security
Commitments in Asia’s Changing Strategic Environment: A Look at
Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and the Philippines.

ASIA STUDY GROUP AND OTHER FPRI TALKS: 

On October 8, 2014, Thomas Gold, Professor of Sociology at the University
of California, Berkley, addressed the Asia Study Group on Occupy
Central/Sunflower: Popular Resistance in Greater China.

On July 15, 2014, Ronald J. Granieri hosted a Geopolitics with Granieri,
featuring Sumit Ganguly, FPRI Senior Fellow and Rabindranath Tagore Chair
in Indian Cultures and Civilizations at Indiana University, on India’s New
Era: Problems and Prospects.

On June 3, 2014, Ronald J. Granieri hosted a Geopolitics with Granieri
discussion with Jacques deLisle, Director of the Asia Program, on China in
Flux.

On April 16, 2014, Jacqueline Deal, Senior Fellow of FPRI and President of
the Long Term Strategy Group, addressed the Foreign Policy Roundtable for
Rising Philadelphians on The Eagle and the Dragon: China’s Place in U.S.
Defense Strategy.

On April 6, 2014, our Annual Champagne Brunch for Partners featured a talk
by Robert Kaplan, Chief Geopolitical Strategist for Stratfor, on the subject of
his latest book, Asia’s Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a
Stable Pacific. In this talk, Kaplan offered up a vivid snapshot of the nations
surrounding the South China Sea, the conflicts brewing in the region at the
dawn of the twenty-first century, and their implications for global peace and
stability.

On March 27, 2014, Jeffrey Wasserstrom, Chancellor’s Professor of History at
the University of California and Editor of the Journal of Asian Studies,
addressed the Asia Study Group on Making Sense of a Fast-Changing
China.
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PODCASTS (HOSTED BY ASIA DIRECTOR JACQUES DELISLE) 

• The Impact of Hong Kong’s Umbrella Revolution, October 8, 2014, with
Amy Gadsden, FPRI and UPenn; Thomas Gold, University of California,
Berkley; and June Teufel Dreyer, FPRI and U. of Miami

• Mr. Modi Goes to Washington, October 3, 2014, with Sumit Ganguly,
FPRI and University of Indiana 

• Taiwan’s Sunflower Seeds: Student Protests, Cross-Strait Agreements, and
the Implications for Taiwan Politics and US Policy, April 14, 2014, with
June Teufel Dreyer, FPRI and University of Miami; Shelley Rigger, FPRI
and Davidson College; and Vincent Wang, FPRI and University of
Richmond  

• Is Xi Jinping Changing China’s Course? Reforms Under the New
Leadership in Beijing, March 24, 2014 with Avery Goldstein,
FPRI/UPenn; Neysun Mahboubi, Marshall Meyer, Yuhua Wang, and
John Yasuda – all from the University of Pennsylvania  

FEATURED RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION:

Orbis:

• “China’s ‘Peaceful Rise’ Enters Turbulence,” Arthur Waldron, Spring 2014

• “China and Japan: ‘Hot Economics, Cold Politics,’” June Teufel Dreyer,
Summer 2014

• “Limits to the ‘ASEAN Way’: Economic and Security Interests in
Southeast Asia,” Felix K. Chang, Summer 2014

E-Notes and Footnotes:

• “China’s Military: What’s New? And What’s Next?,” June Teufel Dreyer,
September 2014 

• “A Question of Rebalancing: Malaysia’s Relations With China,” Felix K.
Chang, July 2014 

• “India Modi-Fied: Hope, Change, and South Asia’s Future,” David
Danelo, June 2014 

• “The Korean Peninsula: Yesterday and Today,” Paul Dickler, June 2014

• “Friends in Need: Geopolitics of China-Russia Energy Relations,” Felix K.
Chang, May 2014 
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• “Trouble in Fishing Waters: ASEAN, China, and the South China Sea,”
June Teufel Dreyer, May 2014

• “China’s Economic Reforms and the Communist Party’s New Left,” Felix
K. Chang, March 2014 

• The“China and Ukraine: Principled Policy or Power Politics?” June Teufel
Dreyer, March 2014 

• “Incentives Matter: Military Procurement Problems in India, Malaysia,
and the United States,” Felix K. Chang, January 2014

One of FPRI’s principal bloggers is Felix Chang;
these are his posts from Geopoliticus: 

• “Contested Border: China, India, and the
Asian Century,” September 24, 2014

• “China and the Islamic State,” September 17,
2014

• “Japan’s Constitutional Reinterpretation and
Its Pursuit of New Security Relationships,” 
July 8, 2014

• “China’s (Is)land Reclamation in the South
China Sea,” May 15, 2014

• “Friends in Many Places: Vietnam’s
Diplomacy,” May 9, 2014

• “Obama’s Visit to Asia and U.S. Alliances,” April 29, 2014

• “Game On: Southeast Asian Cooperation in the South China Sea?” 
April 13, 2014

• “Now Is the Time: Setting U.S. Policy on Taiwan,” February 17, 2014

• “Railway to Somewhere: Thailand’s Politics and China’s Reach in
Southeast Asia,” February 4, 2014

• “Fox Hunting: China’s Response to Japan’s Diplomatic Campaign,”
January 22, 2014

Felix Chang


