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PROGRAM ON THE MIDDLE EAST
Managing Director: Tally Helfont

FPRI’s Program on the Middle East is dedicated to
examining current developments and emerging
trends in the Middle East and North Africa, and to
providing thoughtful analysis in the context of U.S.
strategic interests in the region. The Program brings
together both established and emerging scholars
from the academic, military, and policy worlds in
an effort to provide policy assessments and
recommendations. Through research, publication,
and education, the program focuses on:

• The Geopolitics of the Middle East
• The Arab Uprisings
• Radicalism and Regional Threats
• Sectarian Divisions
• The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Peace Efforts 
• Authoritarianism and Reform

The Program on the Middle East published a number of diverse essays and
articles in 2014 dealing with the many unfolding dramas in the region this
year, including:

• “Jordan: Between Stability and Spillover,” Andrew Spath

• “The ISIL Invasion of Iraq: Economic Winners and Losers,” Frank R.
Gunter

• “A Limited Disclosure Nuclear Agreement with Iran: Promise or Peril?”
Gary C. Gambill

• “A Saudi Psychologist on Jihadism, Clerical Elites, and Education Reform,”
Joseph Braude

• “Egypt: Resurgence of the Security State,” Ann M. Lesch

• “Morocco, Counter-Terrorism, and the US-Africa Summit,” Ahmed
Charai

• “An Opening for Peace: Israelis, Palestinians and the Two-State Solution,”
Justin Scott Finkelstein

• “Alternatives to U.S. Hard Power: The Saudi Response to U.S. Tactics in
the Middle East,” Brandon Friedman

Tally Helfont
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Another notable publication was the E-Book written by Dr. Brahim Saidy
during his summer at FPRI this year: The Gulf Cooperation Council’s
(GCC) Unified Military Command examined the ambition of the GCC -
comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates - to set up a unified military command structure and the geopolitical
implications of such a move. A native of Morocco, Dr. Saidy is an Assistant
Professor of International Relations at Qatar University.

Through FPRI’s Butcher History Institute, the Middle East Program organizes
specialized programming for educators teaching about the region. In 2014, our
topic dealt with perhaps one of the most polarizing subjects in academia: the
Israel-Palestine conflict. A difficult issue for teachers to teach, shrouded as it is
in myths, calumnies, and mis-apprehensions, this weekend-long program
offered diverse scholarly perspectives on the historical roots of the conflict and
the possible solutions, while grappling with the complexities of teaching the
subject.  See the full agenda on the next page.

As part of the FPRI 2.0 initiative, we continued to draw the next generation
of influential regional specialists into FPRI’s orbit, appointing three new
Senior Fellows:  Joseph Braude (al Mesbar Center in Dubai), Brandon
Friedman (Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East and African Studies at Tel
Aviv University), and Amin Tarzi (Marine Corps University in Quantico,
Virginia). 

Featured Scholar. Joseph Braude was appointed
as a Senior Fellow in February 2014. In his first year
of affiliation with FPRI, Braude has been extremely
active, speaking for us in numerous venues,
including Geopolitics with Granieri on Engaging
Arab Audiences and addressing our Manhattan
Salon on Winning the War of Ideas in the Middle
East. He is a frequent contributor to Arabic and
English language newspapers and magazines. His
latest article, which he co-authored with FPRI
Trustee, Ahmed Charai, appeared in The National
Interest, and addressed the issue of ISIS’ female
recruits.Joseph Braude
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TEACHING ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

Saturday, October 25

Welcoming Remarks
Alan H. Luxenberg, President, FPRI
Walter McDougall, Co-Chair, Butcher History Institute

The Palestine Mandate
Adam Garfinkle, Founding Editor, The American Interest

The Birth and Evolution of Zionism
Liora Halperin, Assistant Professor of History, University of Colorado, Boulder

The Birth and Evolution of Palestinian Nationalism
Ann Lesch, Emeritus Professor, American University of Cairo

The Partition of Palestine
Bernard Wasserstein, Harriet & Ulrich E. Meyer Professor Emeritus of Modern 
European Jewish History, University of Chicago

Teaching the Israel Palestine Conflict
Abdelmonem Said Aly, Director, Regional Center for Strategic Studies, Cairo
Shai Feldman, Judy and Sidney Swartz Director, Crown Center for Middle East 
Studies, Brandeis University

Khalil Shikaki, Director, Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research in 
Ramallah

Sunday, October 26 

The History of the Peace Process
Shibley Telhami, Anwar Sadat Professor for Peace and Development at the 
University of Maryland, College Park

Public Opinion in Israel and Palestine
Justin Finkelstein, FPRI’s Harvey Sicherman Fellow

Does the Two-State Solution Have a Future?
Moderator: Trudy Rubin, Columnist, Philadelphia Inquirer 
Hussein Ibish, Senior Fellow, American Task Force on Palestine (ATFP)
Asher Susser, Professor of Middle Eastern and African History, Tel Aviv 
University
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PROJECT ON DEMOCRATIC TRANSITIONS
Director: Ambassador Adrian A. Basora

Project Coordinator: Maia Otarashvili

Launched in 2005, the Project on Democratic Transitions began with a
primary focus on the political transformations of Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union. The goal was to better understand both the successes and
failures of democratization in these countries, and to draw practical policy
conclusions. 

The PDT is currently placing special emphasis on Ukraine and the wider Black
Sea region, tracking both progress and regression in these post-communist
states and the impact of U.S. and other external influences. That region sits
astride a transcontinental corridor at the meeting place of Europe, Central
Asia, Russia, Turkey and the Middle East, and has emerged as a geopolitical
fault line of strategic importance to American and Euro-Atlantic interests. 

The Project’s overall goal is to develop up-to-date perspectives and guidelines
both for policymakers in Washington and Brussels, and for reform-minded
leaders in the post-communist countries themselves. The Project is committed
to making its findings as open and available as possible via its FPRI web page
(www.fpri.org/research/transitions) with the goal of adding new voices and
new perspectives to this important conversation.

Currently PDT counts 12 longer-term scholars and three research assistants
within its team. These scholars bring impressive academic and professional
experience to PDT. Their regional specialties include Eastern Europe, the
South Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Middle East. Collectively they have
over 35 years of experience managing democracy and governance programs at
organizations such as the National Endowment for Democracy, the National
Democratic Institute and the Eurasia Foundation. PDT scholars are sought
out for their expertise and have spoken at a variety of think tanks and other
events in the US and abroad and have commented on television and other
media. Our team members’ analyses and commentaries have also been featured
in a variety of publications such as Foreign Policy, The American Interest, and
The National Interest. 
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PDT senior fellows were featured at three separate FPRI events this year. In
February, as part of FPRI’s Study Group on America and the West, Dr. Nino
Japaridze presented her research on political culture change and discussed new
approaches to democracy promotion that would make better use of media
tools. As a part of FPRI’s Geopolitics with Granieri series, Dr. Sarah Bush
discussed the Role of Women in Politics in the New Middle East and in
October Ambassador Adrian Basora discussed the ongoing Ukraine crisis and
the state of democracy in Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasia 25 years
since the fall of the Berlin wall. 

The Project’s highlight for 2014 was a highly successful conference co-
sponsored by the Kennan Institute at the Woodrow Wilson Center in
Washington, DC, on October 20, 2014. Its goal was to revisit the case for US
democracy assistance abroad. The conclusions of this conference form the basis
for a major book project the PDT team and the conference participants plan
to produce for the PDT’s upcoming 10th anniversary in 2015. 

PDT is also pleased to introduce two of its new scholars who joined the team
this year and whose contributions have quickly proven invaluable to the
project: as it extends its focus beyond the post-communist region to the Arab
Uprising countries and to Central Asia:

Sarah Bush is an Assistant Professor of political
science at Temple University and Senior Fellow of
the Project on Democratic Transitions at the
Foreign Policy Research Institute. Her research
focuses primarily on democracy promotion, non-
state actors in world politics, and gender and
human rights policy in the developing world. Her
first book, The Taming of Democracy Assistance, is
forthcoming at Cambridge University Press. Other
work has been published or is forthcoming in
International Organization and International Studies
Quarterly. She has held fellowships at Harvard’s
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs
and the Miller Center for Public Affairs at the

University of Virginia. Dr. Bush received a B.A. in political science and history
from Northwestern University (2005) and a Ph.D. in politics from Princeton
University (2011).

Sarah Bush
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Richard Kraemer is an Associate Scholar for PDT
and the senior program officer for Afghanistan, Iran,
and Turkey at the National Endowment for
Democracy. Previously, he oversaw projects in the
aforementioned countries and the Levant and at the
Center for International Private Enterprise. Earlier, he
further taught and researched at the Jagellonian
University in Poland. He is also an affiliated expert of
the Public International Law and Policy Group,
having advised the governments of Georgia and
Montenegro. He has a particular interest in exertion of “soft power” and in the
economic drivers of democratization. He holds a BA from William and Mary
and a JD from American University.

In the past year, PDT scholars have published a number of essays and blog
posts for FPRI, including:

• “Ukraine and the Future of the Western Democratization Agenda,” Adrian
Basora, Maia Otarashvili, and Hannah Lidicker, Geopoliticus, February 21,
2014.

• “Geopolitical Implications of the Ukraine Crisis: What is at Stake for
Georgia and Moldova?” Maia Otarashvili and Hannah Lidicker,
Geopoliticus, March 7, 2014.

• “The Russian Invasion of Ukraine,” Michael Cecire, E-Notes, March 2014. 
• “Recent Elections in Central Europe,” Alexandra Wiktorek Sarlo,
Geopoliticus, April 11, 2014.

• “Geopolitical Implications of the Ukraine Crisis,” Richard Kraemer and
Maia Otarashvili, E-Notes, April 2014.

• “Is Azerbaijan Likely to Have Its Own Maidan?” Arzu Geybullayeva,
Geopoliticus, April 18, 2014.

• “Putin’s ‘Greater Novorossiya’ - The Dismemberment of Ukraine,” Adrian
Basora and Aleksandr Fisher, E-Notes, May 2014.

• “Ukraine and the Future of the Western Democratization Agenda,” Adrian
Basora and Aleksandr Fisher, Geopoliticus, May 21, 2014.

• “Ukraine’s Struggle for Democracy: Severe Challenges Ahead,” Adrian
Basora and Aleksandr Fisher, E-Notes, July 2014.

Richard Kraemer
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THINK TANKS AND FOREIGN POLICY
PROGRAM
Director: James McGann

In conjunction with UPenn, the Think Tanks and
Foreign Policy Program continues to engage think
tanks, policy makers and other stakeholders in a
peer-to-peer dialogue and knowledge exchange on
major policy issues while discussing issues of
capacity-building and the organizational and
environmental challenges facing think tanks. Our
broader objective is to build partnerships across
regions and sectors in order to encourage
international cooperation. 

This year so far we have already held six Think Tank
Summits across the globe, including second rounds
of both our European Think Tank Summit in
Barcelona and our Asian Think Tank Summit in
Tokyo. We have also held Summits in Africa, the
US, China, and Geneva, and are planning to hold both a Latin America
Summit and a Middle East and North Africa Summit before the year end. Our
goals also include the organization of a Global Summit in order to bring think
tanks from many regions and perspectives together.

This year has also been marked by the success of several publications by
Director James McGann, including a chapter entitled “Think Tanks and
Global Policy Networks” in International Organization and Global Governance
(Routledge 2014) and a chapter in the forthcoming Security Expertise: Practices,
Power, and Responsibility (Routledge 2014) detailing the current trends in
public policy research organization’s studies on international and national
security.

FPRI’s Think Tank and Foreign Policy Program partners with International
Relations majors at the University of Pennsylvania to provide them with
hands-on internships. This year marks fourteen years of collaboration with
more than 400 interns participating.

Through interviews in major media, McGann weighed in on the controversy
over foreign funding of US think tanks, triggered by a NY Times front-page
article in September. 

James McGann
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PROGRAM ON FIELD RESEARCH
Director: David J. Danelo

“In a world dominated by electronic connectivity, there is the illusion of

knowledge about foreign places that does not actually exist,” says noted author

and geopolitical scholar Robert Kaplan. Mindful of the illusory nature of such

knowledge, FPRI’s Program on Field Research promotes the training and

conduct of geopolitical field research, defined as seeing and analyzing foreign

places as they actually exist, rather than as we want it to be.

In 2014, FPRI’s scholars, researchers, associates and students travelled to six

continents (and several unstable regions) with an effective, trained research

mindset, using data and facts collected from their journeys to provide

scholarship and public insight. Additionally, the core field research team

developed, validated, and taught a core curriculum to students on the basic

principles of field research in complex and unstable environments.

This year’s geopolitical events took director David

Danelo on two major research trips. In March,

Danelo reported from Ukraine and Iraqi Kurdistan,

forecasting Odessa’s capacity to thwart Russian

influence and Mosul’s fall to the Islamic State.

Danelo also researched the largest democratic

election in world history, filing dispatches on the

rise of Narendra Modi from Varanasi, India’s

ancient holy city. Previous field research served

Danelo well during the summer, when thousands of

Central American children crossed the U.S.-Mexico

border to seek asylum. A former policy and

planning director for U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Danelo lectured

on the issue in several forums, including Geopolitics with Granieri, FPRI’s

flagship lecture and webcast program.

David Danelo
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Research associate Eugenia Lee also had a busy year
in the field, publishing a piece in The Guardian
(UK) about foreign aid and NGO corruption based
on previous work in Kenya just before a journey to
Peru. An ethnographer based in New York City, Lee
also will travel to Taiwan before the end of 2014 to
write about the developing innovation economy.

Beyond individual scholarship achievements, field
research program staff developed and presented the
core curriculum of body language awareness,
violence dynamics, and research interviewing skills
to students traveling outside the United States,
particularly focused on coaching those bound for unstable political
environments. Through this formal coursework, as well as informal guidance,
FPRI’s field research staff has advised and assisted research in Mexico, Brazil,
Jordan, Morocco, Turkey, Ukraine, South Africa, Australia, Ecuador, Cuba,
Japan, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

The field research program’s inaugural year has provided both challenge and
opportunity. We look forward to doing and teaching field research in 2015,
and to bringing back policy insights for scholarship from regions where many
are reluctant to roam.

Eugenia Lee

U.S.-Mexican Border
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FPRI SCHOLARS IN THE NEWS 

Now more than ever, the influence of FPRI’s scholars spans the world with
important insights, opinions, and research. Among the many venues in print and
on the web this year were:

“…Russia’s military incursion in the Crimean peninsula may
well be an improvised operation sparked by the sudden ousting
of Ukraine’s pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych. Facing a
new and unexpected environment, Putin could have cobbled
together a plan on the fly. After all, if an aggressive move into
Crimea had long been in the works, why would Putin bother
spending $50 billion to boost Russia’s global image at the Winter
Olympics in Sochi?” — Dominic Tierney, March 2014.

“The twenty-first century is prone, it seems, to a particular type
of geopolitical crisis: domestic grievances that may have once
been parochial affairs…can quickly escalate into major
international-security challenges. The unpredictable consequences
of local conflicts are blurring the firewalls between states’
domestic politics and U.S. national-security interests.” —
Michael Horowitz, May 2014.

“…the Saudis and the Americans have made the point to their
wayward ally that Qatar’s behavior in one arena undermines
their collective efforts in the other. In the Gulf, it seems to have
progressed beyond this, to the point that the perception is closer
to: ‘If you are not with us, you are against us.’ ” — Tally Helfont,
June 2014.



43

“ISIS has been clear about its expansionist and exclusionary
Caliphate project, and now that truth has finally sunk in with
the Obama administration. Getting involved in Iraq carries risks,
but if the United States will not lead — and from the front this
time — the ISIS threat will only grow. A lasting solution to the
problem requires deep political changes in Iraq and, just as
important, in Syria, which Washington has largely ignored. Such
changes are unlikely to materialize fast enough to answer an
urgent threat.” — Barak Mendelsohn, August 2014

“But if the ‘war on terror’ has taught us anything, it is that such
moralistic language can blind its users to consequences.
Describing a group as ‘inexplicable’ and ‘nihilistic,’ as Mr. Kerry
did, tends to obscure the group’s strategic aims and preclude
further analysis. Resorting to ritualized rhetoric can be a very
costly mistake if it leads one to misunderstand an enemy and to
take actions that inadvertently help its cause.” — Michael Boyle,
August 2014.

“The United States and other Western states will need to use all
of the tools at their disposal to mitigate the third foreign fighter
glut. Bombs, bullets, and bracelets (i.e., handcuffs) will not be
enough to cope with the problem. Education and outreach will
also be crucial to defuse the hate, confusion, and other driving
factors of the vulnerable.” — Michael Noonan, October 2014.

This year, FPRI Scholars have appeared on CNN, MSNBC, FOX News, and
NPR, and have been printed in The Washington Post, The Christian Science
Monitor, The Weekly Standard, The Philadelphia Inquirer, and The Pittsburgh
Post Gazette, among many others.


