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1
 Quoted in Viacheslav Morozov (2007). “Energy Dialogue and the Future of Russia: Politics and Economics in the 

Struggle for Europe.” In Aalto, P., ed. The EU-Russian Energy Dialogue: Europe’s Future Energy Security. 

(Aldershot, UK: Ashgate), pp. 43-61. The quote is from a February 2003 speech by President Putin marking 

Gazprom's tenth anniversary, the Russian language text of which is available at 

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/21873. Last accessed 1 June 2015.  

The main title “Where the Lions Are” is from the Polish intellectual Czesław Miłosz, who used it to describe the 

“white space on the map” between Russia and Germany. See: Miłosz (1983). The Witness of Poetry; The Charles 

Eliot Norton lectures 1981/82. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press), p. 7. The term energetic pliers is taken from 

a paper by Cosmin Gabriel Pacuraru (2012). “The Pressure Groups Relationship in the Romanian Energetic Security 

Problem.” Challenges of the Knowledge Society. 2(2012).  

The translation of all source material is by the author unless otherwise noted. 
2
 George Friedman (2014). “Taking the Strategic Intelligence Model to Moscow.” Stratfor Geopolitical Weekly (2 

December 2014). http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/taking-strategic-intelligence-model-moscow#axzz3Kw9VXdet. 

Last accessed 4 December 2014. 
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3
 Russian President Dmitri Medvedev first used this phrase in a 31 August 2008 interview. See: Dmitri Trenin 

(2009). “Russia's Spheres of Interest, not Influence.” The Washington Quarterly. 32:4. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/01636600903231089. Last accessed 16 December 2014.  
4
 Nicu Popescu & Leonid Litra (2012). Transnistria: A Bottom-Up Solution. European Council on Foreign Relations 

Policy Brief (September 2012), p. 5. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR63_TRANSNISTRIA_BRIEF_AW.pdf. Last 

accessed 15 January 2015. 
5
  li  aydar  l te   n (  1 ). “Making the 'Heart' of Russian Territorialization: Railways and Moscow Railway 

Stations.” Thesis submitted to the Graduate School of social Sciences of Middle East Technical University 

(December 2010), 2-3. https://etd.lib.metu.edu.tr/upload/12612826/index.pdf. Last accessed 2 June 2015. 
6
 The author adapted this definition from one offered by Andreas Hepp (2009). “Differentiation: Mediatization and 

Cultural Change,” in Knut Lunby, ed., Mediatization: Concept, Changes, Consequences. (New York: Peter Lang), 

149. http://www.andreas-hepp.name/hepp_2009.pdf. Last accessed 15 January 2015. 
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7
 The British geographer Sir Harold Mackinder was an early modern geopolitical thinker who developed what came 

to be known as his “Heartland” theory. He postulated that whomsoever controlled Eastern Europe could control the 

Heartland's extensive resources—in effect, Russia and the Black Sea littoral—and thus dominate the world (“‘Who 

rules East Europe commands the Heartland; Who rules the Heartland commands the World-Island; Who rules the 

World-Island commands the World.’”). For O'Hara's later rewording, see: Sarah L. O’ ara (   4). “Great game or 

grubby game? The struggle for control of the Caspian.” Geopolitics. 9:1, pp. 138-160.See: Corey Johnson & 

Matthew Derrick (2012). “A Splintered Heartland: Russia, Europe, and the Geopolitics of Networked Energy 

Infrastructure.” Geopolitics. 17:3, p. 482. Of course in one sense, “The most fundamental of all the elements of 

national power is sheer location on the globe.” See: David J. M. Hooson (1966). The Soviet Union – A Systematic 

Regional Geography (London: University of London Press), 338. 
8
 Aleksandr Panarin (1995). “Евразийство: за и против, вчера и сегодня.” 

Вопросы Философии. (6), 8. The English translation of the article's title is “Eurasianism: pros 

and cons, yesterday and today” [Russian transl.: Yevraziystvo: za i protiv, vchera i segodnya]. The article appeared 

in the Russian journal, Questions of Philosophy [Russian transl.: Voprosy Filosofii]. 
9
 Ibid., 672. 

10
 Ibid., 677, 680. 
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 Vadim Tsymburskii (1993). “Остров Россия: Перспективы 

Российской Геополитики.” Полис (5:1993). The English translation of the title is 

“Island Russia: The Prospects of Russian Geopolitics” [Russian transl.: Ostrov Rossiia: Perspektivy Rossiiskoi 

Geopolitiki]. It appeared in the bimonthly Russian language political science journal, Polis, the full name of which is 

Политические Исследования [English: Political Studies. Russian transl.: 

Politicheskiye Issledovaniya]. 
12

 Alexander Astrov & Natalia Morozova (2013). “Russia: geopolitics from the heartland,” in Stefan Guzzini, ed. 

The Return of Geopolitics in Europe? Social Mechanisms and Foreign Policy Identity Crisis. (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press), 205. 
13

 Morozova (2009), op cit., 680-681. 
14

 Suggested by Morozova (2011). The Geopolitics of Russian Post-Soviet Identity: Geopolitics, Eurasianism, and 

Beyond. Thesis submitted to Central European University Department of International Relations and European 

Studies, 194. http://www.etd.ceu.hu/2012/iphmon01.pdf. Last accessed 4 December 2014. 
15

 Morozova (2011), op cit., 196. 
16

 Ivan Krastev & Mark Leonard (2014). “The New European Disorder.” European Council on Foreign Relations. 

117 (November 2014), 3. http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR117_TheNewEuropeanDisorder_ESSAY.pdf. Last 

accessed 4 December 2014. Krastev & Leonard extend the “island” metaphor in another direction to suggest that 

Europe is “facing its 'Galapagos moment'.” They write, “It may be that Euro e’s  ost-modern order has become so 

advanced and particular to its environment that it is impossible for others to follow. It evolved in a protective 

ecosystem, shielded from the more muscular, 'modern' world where most people live.”  
17

 “Суверенитет—это политический синоним конкурентоспособности.” Transcript of Remarks by Deputy Head 

of the Presidential Administration and Assistant to the President, Vladislav Surkov, to the students of the Centre 
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Party education and training of United Russia, 7 February 2006. 

http://www.rosbalt.ru/main/2006/03/09/246302.html. Last accessed 4 December 2014.  
18

 John Neubauer choses this as the title of his insightful 2003 essay, “What's in a Name? Mitteleuropa, Central 

Europe, Eastern Europe, East-Central Europe.” Kakanien Revisited (7 May 2003). 

http://www.kakanien.ac.at/beitr/theorie/jneubauer1.pdf. Last accessed 6 December 2014 
19

 A. Wess Mitchell (2009). “CEPA Commentary: The Perils of Losing Mitteleuropa.” Center for European Policy 

Analysis. http://www.cepa.org/content/perils-losing-mitteleuropa. Last accessed 5 December 2014. Not surprisingly, 

the Pravda columnist took a different view, writing “The greater immediate problem for Central Europe comes from 

an America that prefers to see old Mitteleuropa, right up to the borders of Russia, as its sphere of influence simply 

because it won the Cold War.” 
20

 Though outside the scope of this essay and a subject in its own right, the same might be said for eastern Ukraine's 

Donbas, which is believed to hold substantial shale gas reserves.  



7 | F P R I  
 

                                                 
21

 Mahan also makes the case that that political conditions generally, and social or political 

upheaval specifically, can negate a site's strategic value. He dismissed Haiti as a base for just that 

reason: “The country’s constant revolutionary u heaval, or socio olitical 'nothingness,' rendered 

it 'an inert obstacle' to United States maritime strategy.” See: Andranik Migranyan (1993). 

“Vneshnyaia Politika Rossii: Tri Vzglyada,” Moskovskie Novosti. Quoted in Morozova (2014), 

8.  
22

 The United States Defense Department named eight international regions as “U.S. Lifelines and Transit Regions.” 

See: United States Department of Defense (1996). National Security and the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea, 2
nd

 edition [January 1996]. (Washington, DC: USDOD), 6. 

http://www.dod.mil/pubs/foi/International_security_affairs/other/876.pdf. Last accessed 11 December 2014. 
23

 Johnson & Derrick (2012), 495. 
24

 Robert E. Ebel (2009). The Geopolitics of Russian Energy: Looking Back, Looking Forward. (Washington, D.C.: 

Center for Strategic & International Studies), 38. 

http://csis.org/files/publication/090708_Ebel_RussianEnergy_Web.pdf. Last accessed 11 December 2014. 
25

 Ibid., 483. 
26

 See: Julian S. Corbett (1911). Some Principles of Maritime Strategy. (London, Longmans, Green & Co), 87. The 

full quote is from Moffat (2001), op cit., 20. Corbett's acceptance of this ambiguity has lead some to claim that he 

“was a more pragmatic and therefore, a more effective strategist than Mahan.” See for example: Lieutenant 

Commander Ian C.D. Moffat (2001). “ Corbett: A Man Before His Time.” Journal of Military and Strategic Studies. 

4:1, 11.  
27

 Naama Haviv (2006). “Haviv on Lynch, 'Engaging Eurasia's Separatist States: Unresolved Conflicts and de Facto 

States'.” H-Genocide [published online February 2006]. https://networks.h-net.org/node/3180/reviews/6285/haviv-

lynch-engaging-eurasias-separatist-states-unresolved-conflicts-and. Last accessed 12 December 2014. 
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 While Russia's titular ethnic republics account for 29 percent of the Federation's territory, only four of thirty-one 

(North Ossetia-Alanoa, Tuva, Checheno-Ingushetia, and Chuvashia) had an absolute majority of the titular ethnic 

group. See: James Hughes & Gwendolyn Sasse (2002). Ethnicity and Territory in the Former Soviet Union: Regions 

in Conflict. (New York: Frank Cass Publishers), 41. To this should be added that Russia also recognizes the 

potential for the creature to mutate and turn back against Russian interests: in October 2013, Russian Prime Minister 

Dmitry Medvedev told the congress of the United Russia party that state officials must oppose ethnic enclaves in 

Russian cities. See: “Medvedev opposes ethnic enclaves in Russian cities.” RT [published online in English 7 

October 2013]. http://rt.com/politics/russia-ethnic-enclave-medvedev-829/. Last accessed 4 December 2014. 
29

 Hughes & Sasse (2002), op cit., 24. 
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 Aleksandr Dugin (1997). Osnovy geopolitiki: geopoliticheskoe budushchee Rossii. (Москва:  r togeia), 343. Its 

English title is The Foundations of Geopolitics: The Geopolitical Future of Russia. Dugin's book was described by 

one reviewer as a “Neo-Eurasian Textbook.” [John B. Dunlop (2001) in Harvard Ukrainian Studies, 25:1/2 (Spring 

2001), pp. 91-127]. 
31

 “Separatism in Europe: current and medium term assessment.” Slobodna Vojvodina [online English language 

edition, 23 January 2012]. 

http://www.slobodnavojvodina.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1825:eu-analysis-europe-

union-of-regions-rather-than-states&catid=49:english&Itemid=62. Last accessed 9 December 2014. 
32

 Ibid., 92-93. 
33

 James A. Anderson & Liam O'Dowd (1999). “Borders, Border Regions and Territoriality: Contradictory 

Meanings, Changing Significance.” Regional Studies. 33:7, 602. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00343409950078648. Last accessed 10 December 2014. 
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 Budzha  (Russian, U rainian & Bulgarian: Буджак. Romanian: Bugeac) is a geogra hic region com rising the 

southernmost one-third of historic Bessarabia.  
35

 Vulcănești is the district's Romanian name (Districul Vulcănești) and its main city. In Gagauz its name is is 

Val aneş. 
36

 Source: Association of European Border Regions. 

http://www.aebr.eu/en/members/member_detail.php?region_id=113. Last accessed 10 December 2014. 
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37

 Source: “MapRegionsRomania”. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikimedia Commons - 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MapRegionsRomania.png#mediaviewer/File:MapRegionsRomania.png. 

Author's note: The Budzhak region of Ukraine's Odessa Oblast is identified on the map as “Bugeac,” its name in 

Romanian.  
38

 The Danube Delta is the area downstream of the Danube's first bifurcation at Cheatal Chilia. A second bifurcation 

some 10km south of Tulcea forms the Danube's three distributaries or branches. From north to south, the three 

distributaries are the Chilia [U rainian: Кілійське гирло. U rainian transl.: Kiliysʹke hyrlo. Romanian: Braţul 

Chilia], the Sulina, and the St. George [Romanian: Sfântu Gheorghe]. 
39

 Ibid., 172-173, 211. 
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40

 Transylvania was and remains especially problematic because in its an interior region rather than a borderland. 
41

 This conce tion relates directly to the United Nations  igh Commission for Refugees’  rinci le of “first host 

country” or as it is known within the EU, the “safe third country” policy. That policy allows EWU member-states to 

consider an asylum-seeker's route in determining whether s/he could have sought refuge at a previous border, i.e., a 

“safe third country,” in which her or his asylum application could have been made. If so, the policy allows the 

asylum-seeker to be returned to that state. 
42

 Alan Dingsdale (1999). “New Geographies of Post-Socialist Europe.” The Geographical Journal. 165:2, 145-153. 
43

 Sarah Collinson (1996). “Visa Requirements, Carrier Sanctions, ‘Safe Third Countries’ and ‘Readmission’: The 

Develo ment of an  sylum ‘Buffer Zone’ in Euro e.” Transactions of the Institute of British Geographer. 21:1, 76-

90. 
44

 Witold Maciejewski (2002). The Baltic Sea Region: Cultures, Politics, and Societies. (Uppsala: The Baltic 

University Press), 112. 
45

 Sabine Dullin (2014). La frontière épaisse. Aux origines des politiques soviétiques (1920-1940). (Paris: Editions 

de l’E ESS). 
46

 Robert D. Kaplan (2009). “The Revenge of Geography.” Foreign Policy. 

http://www.colorado.edu/geography/class_homepages/geog_4712_sum09/materials/Kaplan%202009%20Revenge%

20of%20Geography.pdf. Last accessed 19 May 2015. 
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47

 A quick primer is in order. A natural gas delivery system is comprised of three separate but interconnected 

pipeline systems, a gathering pipeline system, a transmission pipeline system, and a distribution pipeline system, 

respectively.
47

 Our interest here is mostly with the transmission pipelines used to move large quantities of natural 

gas from processing plants located in production regions to often-distant local distribution systems. Transmission 

systems are designed as either trunk or grid “branch” type systems. Trunk transmission systems have fewer receipt 

points—usually at the beginning of its route—and fewer delivery points, interconnections with other pipelines, and 

associated lateral lines.
47

 High pressure (200-1500psi) within the pipeline reduces the volume of the gas and propels 

it through the pipeline to a terminus known as a gate station. There, it is delivered through a distribution pipeline 

system to consumers.  
48

 Erickson (2009), 35. Almost 80 percent of Russian gas exports pass through the Ukraine, with 11 percent further 

transiting Moldova. 
49

 There is an extensive body of investigative literature that concludes Russia “employs a 'systematic policy of 

coercive bilateralism that includes diplomatic pressure, trade embargoes, transport blockades and...gas or oil supply 

contracts.” See: Peter Pomerantsev & Michael Weiss (2014). The Menace of Unreality: How the Kremlin 

Weaponizes Information, Culture and Money. Institute of Modern Russia [published online in English], 22. 

http://www.interpretermag.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/The_Menace_of_Unreality_Final.pdf. Last accessed 

15 December 2014. See also: David Satter (2014). The Last Gasp of Empire, Russia’s Attempts to Control the Media 

in the Former Soviet Republics. Washington, D.C.: Center for International Media Assistance. 

http://cima.ned.org/sites/default/files/CIMA-Russia%20report_David%20Satter.pdf. Last accessed 15 December 

2014. 
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 Johnson & Derrick (2012), 486. 
51

 Ibid. 
52

 Johnson & Derrick (2012), 487.  
53

 Ibid., 484. 
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54

 Ibid. 486. 
55

 From the title of an essay by Sergei Medvedev (1999). “Across the line: borders in post-Westphalian landscapes.” 

In Heikki Eskelinen, Ilkka Liikanen & Jukka Oksa, eds. Curtains of iron and gold. Reconstructing borders and 

scales of interaction. (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishers), 43-56.  
56

 The quoted text is from Oren Yiftachel and As'ad Ghanem (2004). “Understanding ‘Ethnocratic’ Regimes: The 

Politics of Seizing Contested Territories.” Political Geography. 23:6, 650. 
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57

 See: Marin Katusa (2014). The Colder War. (Hobocken: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.). 
58

 See: Harley Balzer (2006). “Vladimir Putin’s  cademic Writings and Natural Resource Policy.” Problems of 

Post-Communism. 53:1, 3-14. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.2753/PPC1075-8216530105. Last accessed 9 

January 2015. In 1997, Mr. Putin defended his doctoral thesis at the St. Petersburg Mining Institute, regarding 

which, “The actual thesis is not available to the general public as it has been classified by the Russian government. 

However, using the accounts of others who have read the thesis, as well as an article that Putin wrote immediately 

after defending the thesis, Balzer is able to reconstruct some of its main arguments.” See: Andrej Krikovic (2012). 

Ties That Do Not Bind: Russia and the International Liberal Order. (Berkeley, CA: UC Berkeley Electronic Theses 

and Dissertations), fn(273) on p. 68. 
59

 Vladimir V. Putin (1993). Mineral'no syr'yevyye resursy v strategii razvitiya Rossiyskoy ekonomiki. 44 Zapiski 

Gornogo Instituta. The Russian title [Минерально сырьевые ресурсы в стратегии развития Российской 

экономики] translates as “Mineral Natural Resources in the Development Strategy of the Russian Economy.”  
60

 Gazprom is the shortened name of Gazovaya Promyshlennost' [Russian: Газовая Промышленность] or “Gas 

Industry.” It emerged from the 1989 reorganization of the Soviet Ministry of Gas Industry [Russian: Министерство 

Газовой Промышленности. Russian transl.: Ministerstvo Gazovoy Promyshlennosti. The name of the Ministry, 

which was privatized in 1991, was customarily shortened as Minazprom. 
61

 Ibid., 51. 
62

 Marshall I. Goldman (2008). Oilopoly: Putin, Power and the Rise of the New Russia. (Oxford: Oneworld), 97-99. 

Cited in Krikovic (2012), op cit., 69. It might be argued as well that Putin is a mercantilist of the sort defined by 

Robert Gilpin, viz., the “essence of the mercantilist perspective is the subservience of the economy to the state and 

its interests.” See: Gilpin (1975). US Power and the Multinational Corporation: The Political Economy of Foreign 

Direct Investment. (New York: Basic Books), 25.  



19 | F P R I  
 

                                                 
63
 Pierre No l (   9). “European Gas Security After The Crisis.” Paper written for the European Council on Foreign 

Relations (ECFR) Submitted to the EU Policy Seminar on “EU Policy on Russia: The Way Forward in 2009” 

European Commission, DG Relex & Czech Presidency of the Council – Brussels 23 April 2009. 

http://www.eprg.group.cam.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/pn_eugassecurityafterthecrisis_090423.pdf. Last 

accessed 9 January 2014. 
64

 Moldovan nationalists in 1988 demanded the adoption of Moldovan as the official language, and the replacement 

of the Cyrillic alphabet by the Latin one. On 31 August 1989, the MSSR Supreme Soviet adopted three new 

languages laws declaring Moldovan the “state language” and mandating a transition to the Latin alphabet (which 

was seen as implicitly recognizing the unity of the Moldovan and Romanian languages). [Charles King (2000). The 

Moldovans: Romania, Russia, and the Politics of Culture. (Palo Alto, CA: Hoover Institutions Press), 120] 

Opposition from Slavic and Turkish minorities led to declarations by new nationalist movements that the language 

question would ultimately lead to Moldova's formal integration into Romania. [Helen Fedor ed. (1995). Belarus and 

Moldova: Country Studies. (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office), pp. 109-10. Also: King (2000), op cit., 

142.] Adoption of the 1989 language law led the following year to the August 1990 declaration of a separate 

“Gagauz Republic”; Transdniestrians did the same the following month (later called the Pridnestrovien Moldavian 

Republic aka Pridnestrovie). These actions were similar in their opposition to what was seen as an unwarranted 

expansion of Moldovan central authority. They differed, however, in that while Gagauz demands were meant to 

preserve ethnic sovereignty and equal representation, Transdniestrian demands were intended to position an 

independent Pridnestrovie to join Russia or Ukraine.  
65

 Case in point the December 2013 Moldovan constitutional court declaration that the official language is “the 

Romanian language,” greeted by Romanian President Traian Băsescuu as “an act of justice...for those who feel they 

are Romanians.” See: http://www.antena3.ro/en/romania/basescu-welcomes-the-constitutional-court-s-decision-

declaring-romanian-as-the-official-language-of-237093.html. Last accessed 7 January 2014. 
66

 These fears are not without foundation: in early   14, Romania's acting  resident Traian Băsescu said, “If you 

ever have  roblems on your way to the Euro ean Union, just call Bucharest and say ‘we want to unite’ and it will 

ha  en … no matter who will be the  resident of Romania, whether a right or left governing  arty, we will want 

unification.” Mila Corlateanu (2014). “Much ado about Moldova.” New Easter Europe [online edition, 28 April 

2014]. http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/interviews/1209-much-ado-about-moldova. Last accessed 23 December 

2014. 
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67

 Vladimir Kolossov & John O'Loughlin. (1999). “Pseudo-States as Harbingers of a New Geopolitics: The Example 

of the Trans-Dniester Moldovan Republic (TMR),” in David Newman, ed. Boundaries, Territory and 

Postmodernity. (Portland, OR: Frank Cass Publishers), 159. 
68

 Jeffrey D. Owen (2009). “Neopatrimonialism and Regime Endurance in Transnistria.” Thesis submitted to the 

faculty of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (10 September 2009), 2-3. 

http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/available/etd-09222009-154007/unrestricted/Owen_JD_T_2009.pdf. Last accessed 23 

December 2014. 
69

 Source: http://micto.cz/2013/02/25/chernivetski-chynovnyky-vidznachyly-20-tu-richnytsyu-stvorennya-

karpatskoho-jevrorehionu/. Last accessed 21 May 2015. 
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70
 Vladim r Bil   ,  le ander Duleba, Michal  lya  & Svitlana Mitryayeva (   1). Role of the Carpathian 

Euroregion in Confronting its Minority Agenda. (Prešov, Slova  Re ublic: Research Center of the Slovak Foreign 

Policy Association), 8. http://www.sfpa.sk/dokumenty/publikacie/22. Last accessed 22 December 2014. 
71
 Preface by Dr.  ac  She herd, in  va Bl nesi (1998). “Ethnic Early Warning Systems and Conflict Prevention.” 

In GSFI Occasional Paper No. 11. (Cambridge: University of Cambridge), 8-15. 
72

 There are “strong legitimate interest from the CEE countries regarding the representatives of their ethnic groups 

which are the minorities on the territories of the Euroregion neighboring countries.” See: Svitlana Mytryayeva 

(2004). “Role of the Carpathian Euroregion in strengthening security and stability in Central Eastern Europe.” 

Academic and Applied Research in Public Management Science- AARMS. 3:4, 552. 

http://www.zmne.hu/aarms/docs/Volume3/Issue4/pdf/06mytr.pdf. Last accessed 14 January 2015. 
73

 Izabela Suchanek (1996). “Problems and Possibilities for Political Cooperation in the Carpathian Euroregion: The 

Role of Local Government.” In GSFI Occasional Paper No. 11. (Cambridge: University of Cambridge). 

https://www.dartmouth.edu/~gsfi/gsfiweb/htmls/papers/text5.htm. Last accessed 22 December 2014. 
74

 For a focused discussion of this question, see the author's essay “  r  talja: Euro e’s Ne t Crimea ” at 

http://www.fpri.org/articles/2014/04/karpatalja-europes-next-crimea. There also are separatists among the 

Transcarpathian borderland's ethnic Ruthenians, sometimes called by the Ukrainian transliteration Rusyns 

(Ukrainian: Русини. U ranian transl.: Rusyny]. This movement, too, has political ties in Ukraine's near-abroad, 

especially in Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Romania. In October 2008, the “Congress Of Carpathian 

Ruthenians” declared formation of the “Republic of Carpathian Ruthenia.” In December 2014, the unrecognized 

republic's prime minister, Peter Getsko, declared “Transcarpathia is the second front in the fight for decentralization 

of power in Ukraine, along with Donetsk and Lugansk.” Several months earlier, Getsko in June 2014 signed an 

“interstate treaty of alliance” in Yalta with the Union of People's Republics of Novorossia [Russian: Союз 

Народных Республик. Russian transl.: Soyuz Narodnykh Respublik], which is a confederation of eastern Ukraine's 

self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic and Lugansk People's Republic, respectively.  
75

 Source: http://en.reseauinternational.net/hungarian-factor-transcarpathian-fragment-ukrainian-patchwork/. Last 

accessed 23 December 2014. 
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76

 Ibid. There are large ethnic Hungarian populations in neighboring states, including over 150,000 in Ukraine, more 

than a quarter-million in Serbia (specifically the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina), some 460,000 in Slovakia, 

and more than 1.2 million in Romania. The Hungarian government actively promotes kinship ties with these 

communities. Case in point, Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén announced in December 2014 that Hungary is set 

to have one million new citizens through its dual citizenshi  scheme by the end of the current government’s mandate 

in 2018. See: “New Hungarians through dual citizenship scheme to number 1 million by 2018, says Semjén.” 

Politicis.hu [published online in English 29 December 2014]. http://www.politics.hu/20141229/new-hungarians-

through-dual-citizenship-scheme-to-number-1-million-by-2018-says-semjen/. Last accessed 13 January 2015. 

Hungary's Jobbik political party goes one step further: Jobbik member and EU Parliament delegate Béla Kovács — 

whom the Hungarian online newspaper 444.hu in May 2014 suggested was a Moscow spy — had an office in 

Beregszász (Berehove) until he was expelled from Ukraine in August and his office was closed by order of the 

Transcarpathian regional administrative court. See: “Béla, a Jobbik moszkvai kapcsolata” (“Béla, Jobbik's Moscow 

contact”). 444.hu [published online in Hungarian, 15 May 2014]. http://444.hu/2014/05/15/bela-a-jobbik-moszkvai-

kapcsolata/. Last accessed 13 January 2014. For the closing of Kovács' Transcarpathia office, see: Zoltán Szécsi 
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