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Nick Aquilina

Oral history #7-8

Email: Naquilina@cox.net
Nick Aquilina, has over forty years of experience with the nation’s nuclear weapons complex. He is the former federal manager of the Department of Energy’s Nevada Operations Office, a position he held for seven years. As one of the highest ranked federal officials in the State of Nevada, his responsibilities included oversight and management of the Department’s Operations in Nevada, including the Nevada Test Site (NTS) as well as nuclear testing related engineering and science facilities in California, New Mexico and Washington, D.C. During the period of his leadership, the Nevada Operation’s Office was involved in the planning, execution and oversight of the nation’s nuclear weapons testing program. In 1987-88 Mr. Aquilina traveled with a high—level U.S. government team to the USSR to participate in the Joint Verification Experiments, an exchange of nuclear weapons tests between the two countries to develop test verification procedures in anticipation of a Test Ban Treaty.

Joe Madrid

Email: marjam@cox.net
Joe Madrid moved from technician to Engineering Department Manager at EG &G from May 1961 until April 1995. The steps in between include technical supervisor, detector engineer, engineering section head, fabrication department manager, engineering department manager, and in addition project manager for Program Quality Assurance, Environment, Safety and Health. Recently he has been a docent at the Atomic Testing Museum. 

Marie McMillen

Oral history #110-111

Marie McMillen first worked at the University of California at Livermore (Lawrence Radiation Laboratory) and was in charge of the document repositories. She later was on loan to the Atomic Energy Commission and helped them set up their secret document files. She held a top security clearance. Later Marie and her husband moved to Las Vegas and she was the administrative assistant to the head of Holmes and Narver: the primary engineering construction company at the test site. They developed estimates for the costs of doing the secret events at the test site. This would include building tunnels and towers.

Marie and her first husband Mr. Daly both held top security clearances. Her husband worked at EG&G who manufactured the equipment for the timing and firing of these tests. 

After her work at the test site, Marie took up flying lessons and earned her pilots license in 1961. She holds every land, sea, gliders, and instructor’s rating up to multi-engine. She is the No. 1 Aviation World Record Holder with 656 records. 

Linda M Smith

Oral History #150-51

Email: tedlin@mvdsl.com
Linda Smith, a member of the Board of Trustees of the NYS Historical Foundation, has over 40 years of experience in large Federal organizations, including the Atomic Energy Commission, the Department of Interior, and the Department of Energy. Her most recent Federal role was as Acting Deputy Manager of DOE’s Nevada Operation’s office during the era of the nuclear weapons testing program. As one of the highest graded female managers in the DOE, she served in a variety of assignments including Acting Director of the Yucca Mountain Site/ Operations Office during the era of the nuclear weapons testing program. She currently serves as a consultant and adviser to DOE contractor organizations. 

Peter Zavattaro

#191

zavattaro@earthlink.net
Peter is a member of the Board of Trustees for the Nevada Test Site Historical Foundation. He was formerly the General Manager of EG&G Energy Measurements, Inc. in Las Vegas, Nevada responsible for an operation of 1300 employees located in five states with a budget of over $140 Million a year. EG&G/EM was the primary engineering and technical support arm of the Nation’s nuclear weapons program, supporting the national laboratories , the Defense arm of the Nation’s nuclear weapon’s program, supporting the national laboratories, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency and other organizations. EG&G also provided support to the Nuclear Emergency Search Team (NEST) program and related classified operations. During his 40 year career, Peter Zavattaro, in addition to his management roles, worked on the design and execution of experiments to collect data from nuclear tests at the NTS and the Pacific.

