LESSON PLAN: U.S. ARMY JUNIOR ROTC SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT
“FINDING THE LOST DOUGHBOYS OF WORLD WAR I”

LIEUTENANT COLONEL (RET) DAVID R. KING
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GRADES 9-12
STANDARDS:

National Standards for Social Studies Teachers. High school teachers can engage learnersin a
sophisticated analysis and reconstruction of the past. Learners can be encouraged to draw upon various
forms of data in order to elaborate upon information provided by historical narratives; to distinguish
between accepted historical facts and interpretations; to consider multiple perspectives in interpreting
the past; to make choices regarding historical sources, drawing from bibliographical studies; and to
utilize historical methodologies in analyzing and defending historical arguments.

Virginia Standards of Learning. (USII.5 c) explain the reasons for the United States’ involvement in World
War | and its international leadership role at the conclusion of the war.

OBJECTIVES:
Describe the major events of the United States involvement in the First World War.
Identify U. S. military personnel who played a significant role in the First World War.

Assess the current status of the records available for military personnel who served during the First
World War and the need to preserve and/or reconstruct their records as much as possible.

Research and identify resources available to reconstruct records of service.

Develop a plan to identify local citizens who served in the First World War, research their participation
with available resources, and provide the results to the public.

PROCEDURES:

Have students complete a K/W/L chart (ENCL 1) to determine what they already Know about the First
World War/ what they Want to know/ and summarize what they have Learned through the process. As
part of the process determine if any students know of relatives who served or may have served during
the First World War. Provide examples of veterans whose stories were discovered by family members
who knew little or nothing of their service. Explain that each student might have a relative who served
about whom they are unaware, and that the project might lead them to discover that family member.
All students will have the opportunity to research and relate to a person who served in the war.
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Provide a brief outline of the major events of World War | as a reference for the students (ENCL 2).
Introduce students to individuals whose combat experience made them famous at the time (Eddie
Rickenbacker, Alvin York, and Charles Whittlesey and the “Lost Battalion”) and individuals who went on
to greater fame for their roles in the Second World War (George Patton, Douglas MacArthur, George C.
Marshall and Harry Truman). Highlight service members such as Henry Johnson whose exploits were
lost or forgotten for a time.

Explain to the students that unlike the Civil War, most of the records of service for veterans of both the
First and Second World Wars were destroyed in a fire in 1973 (ENCL 3) and the only records of many
veterans’ service may only exist on grave markers, local community records, or family artifacts. Provide
examples of soldiers whose stories have been discovered and made public (ENCL 4) and a personal
example of a relative who served (ENCLS 5-7b). Reiterate that the objective of the project is to identify
veterans of World War | from the local community and bring their service to light.

Using the K/W/L chart help students brainstorm and develop a list of possible resources to identify
World War | veterans from the local area. Guide them to identify resources that might not be familiar to
them such as:

- Family members

- Family documents — (primary source and most valuable to students)

- Local veterans’ organizations (American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Military Order of
World Wars, etc.)

- Local historical societies.

- Grave markers in local cemeteries — to include individual names, branch of service and units
(ENCL 8).

As part of the project, arrange a visit to local cemeteries to locate veterans’ graves.

Compile a roster of veterans from the area who served in World War |. Use the available information
such as dates of service and unit identification to search the internet and other sources to trace the
veteran’s experience in the war (e.g. arrival in France, location and dates of training, battle experience,
death, or return home). Additionally use the internet to explore the battlefields, cemeteries, and key
monuments in France and Belgium to help the students connect the veterans’ experience to what
remains today as a reminder of the war.

Collect, organize, and edit the results of the research to record the results of the project. Provide the
results to the school (e.g. social studies), local organizations, and other individuals. Build on the project
and expand the research to include the record of service of veterans of other wars.

MODIFICATIONS:

World history teachers can expand this lesson to connect students to other major world events through
family members or local individuals who experienced these events (e.g. the aftermath of World War |,
the Great Depression, World War I, the Cold War, etc.)



Teachers of state history courses may develop a similar project to help students connect with events in
their own region through the experiences of individuals from the local area (e.g. the Revolutionary War,
the Civil War and Reconstruction, the Civil Rights Movement, etc.)

Both history and English teachers can collaborate on the project to teach research methods by helping
students discover a multitude of unknown or forgotten resources available locally which are connected
to major national or world events.

EXTENSIONS:

Local Media: Invite the Chatham Star Tribune, Danville Register and Bee, Channel 13, and Station WSLS
to cover and/or report on the progress and results of the student’s work.

Local historical organizations (Danville Virginia Historical Society and the Pittsylvania County History

Research Center and Library) and veterans’ groups (American Legion Post 325, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Roanoke Chapter of the Military Order of World Wars): Besides utilizing the resources of these
organization, partner with them to share the results of the project and expand their records of local
history.

National level: Provide the results of the project to the Foreign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, the First Division Museum at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, lllinois, and the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs National Cemetery Administration both as a resource and as a model for similar
research projects.
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LIST OF ENCLOSURES

ENCL I - K/W/L chart

ENCL 2 — TIMELINE U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD WAR |
ENCL 3 —RECORD OF SERVICE — JOHN ABBEY

ENCL 4 - ARTICLE ABOUT LOCAL (DANVILLE, VIRGINIA) VETERAN, LAURENCE M. LUMPKIN WHO EARNED
THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS AS A MEMBER OF THE “FIGHTING FIRST”.

ENCL 5 - ARTICLE WRITTEN ON THE SERVICE OF JOHN ABBEY.

ENCL 6 - ROSTER, COMPANY L, 145™ U.S. INFANTRY, 37™ INFANTRY DIVISION. FOUND IN AN OLD DESK,
RIPPED IN HALF AND LISTING THE NAME OF GEORGE W. BOWEN AND HIS BROTHER PAUL IN ADDITION
TO PRIVATE ABBEY. PRIOR TO HIS DEATH, MR. BOWEN PROVIDED DETAILS ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES IN
WORLD WAR | AND ABOUT JOHN ABBEY. AS WITH ALL VETERANS OF THAT WAR, MR. BOWEN IS NOW
DECEASED. HIS STORY CAN BE USED TO EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO GATHER AND RECORD THE
EXPERIENCE OF VETERANS BEFORE THEIR STORIES ARE LOST FOREVER.

ENCLS 7a & 7b — REPRINT OF AN ARTICLE ABOUT GEORGE BOWEN AND THE SERVICE OF ALL FOUR
BOWEN BROTHERS WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR | = NOT AN UNCOMMON EXPERIENCE FOR FAMILIES
THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY.

ENCL 8 — PAGE FROM THE ROSTER OF INTERNMENTS FROM THE DANVILLE NATIONAL CEMETERY IN
VIRGINIA LISTING THE NAMES OF POSSIBLE WORLD WAR | VETERANS INTERRED THERE. CEMETERY WAS
ESTABLISHED DURING THE CIVIL WAR TO BURY UNION SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN CAPTIVITY IN DANVILLE.
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U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD WAR |

2 APRIL 1917 — President Wilson asks for a declaration of war. “The world must be made safe for
democracy.”

28 May 1917 — Selective Service Act passed. 3,000,000 men are drafted during the course of the war.
28 May 1917 — Battle of Cantigny. First victory for American troops.
May 1918 — Battle of Chateau-Thierry. French and American troops block German advance.

June 1918 — Battle of Belleau Wood. American soldiers and Marines suffer heavy losses but defeat the
Germans.

12-16 September 1918 — St. Mihiel Offensive - First attack by the American Expeditionary Force as an
independent command.

26 September — 11 November 1918 — Meuse-Argonne Offensive — Greatest land battle fought by the
United States up to that time. 120,000 men (10%) of U.S. forces engaged are casualties.

11 November 1918 — Armistice - 116,516 Americans killed in World War 1.

ENCL 2
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The military service information provided on this form has been extracted from records on file at this center and
may be used for any official purpose, including application for and adjudication of veteran's benefits.
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[ which can be used to verify two week periods of active duty for training (ADT) for Army and Air Force
personnel; it is also possible to verify reserve service other than ADT for Army personnel only. In
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complete organizational assignments (company, battalion, regiment or squadron, group, wing). After
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World War I Quartermaster Sergeant Wins Distinguished Service Cross
Dr. Steven E. Anders, Quartermaster Corps Historian

In 1917 and 1918 when the U.S. Army went off to fight in France in World War I,
thousands of Logistics Warriors from the Quartermaster Corps joined their combat arms
brethren in the trenches along the Western Front. They added to the glorious reputation of
the Corps.

Take for instance, the case of Laurence M. Lumpkin of Danville, Virginia. He was a
Quartermaster sergeant in Pack Train Number 1 working near Exermont, France, with the
First Division, AEF, on October 4, 1918. Sergeant Lumpkin's pack train, loaded with
sorely needed wire for the forward elements of the "Fighting First" suddenly found itself in
the proverbial X-marks-the-spot in Argonne. Without warning, German batteries opened
up. The terrain afforded virtually no concealment.

After artillery fire came direct fire from the German machine-gunners and

snipers. Sergeant Lumpkin lost 5 of the 10 mules in his train. Even so, he knew how
desperately that wire in this train was needed at the front. He pushed on shoving his pack
train through the killing fire, and made the final dash forward in safety. Later in the same
action, he took a second load of wire forward, under fire. For his heroism that day,
Sergeant Lumpkin was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross--the second highest honor
that cam be won in combat.

From the Quartermaster Professional Bulletin-Autumn 1992

ENCL 4
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SERVICE IN THE YWORLD WAR

Company “L” 145th 1. S. Infantry

ROSTIER

CAMPSHMVDAN
Montgomery, Ala.

ENCL6

Octobey, 1917

CAPTAIN ARTHUR A. HA RRINGTON, Commanding

Lieutenant LeROY VANDUSEN
First Sergeant PLIN D. BLEASDALE

Mess Sergeant CLEON [. PECK

Lieutenant ARCHIE W. PRIEST
Spl. Sergeant IRVINE H. BLEASDALE

SERGEANTS
GLidNn TR ROGERS
MOSIER
VERDA THOMAS
PAUL . BOWEN
WILLIAM HINDS

GEORGE 1,

CORPORALS
MELVILLE TTAZF N,
MAX TELSCHOW
DAVID H. SHUSTER
GRANT A, ROOD
GILBERT NETTLETGY.
BYRON D. DINON °
LAUREL DAVIS
IRL R. LAMPART |
LESLIE A. CATLIN -

COOKS
GEORGE DESCH, IR, -
AUGUST AL THOEFS

BUGLERS
RAY KLUMIDPH
FRANK H. WILLIAMS

MECHANICS
LORRIN G. BLOOD
JONAS M. HOWARD

FIRST CLASS PRIVATES

ASHBURN, HARRY W,
BAKER, EDMUNDS
3 {

FASSETT,
GILLESPIE, ROY
GILLOOLY, JOHN
LOOMIS, GEORGE L.
MARTIN JAMES B,
OGRIEN, OREN A,
ROOD, LYNN E.
RUSSELL, CLIFTON H.

SANFORD, CLIFFORD H.

SANFORD, EARL 1
SPARKS, WALTE 5
STEWART, REUBEN
VERNEE, VERNON

PRIVATES

ABREY, JOHN
ACKLEY, GURTH C.
ARMSITRONG, HENRY P,
DATLEY, CALVIN E.
BAKER, HAROLD O.

BALL, CLAIRE E.
CLAYTON 0

SENN, ELMER E.

BE STT. EDWARD

B1. . DEAN

BLISS, PAUL P.

BOWEN, GEORGE W,

BURGOON, HOWARD

BUTLER, FERN D,

PRIVATES.

CLAYTON, FENN H.
COA'l MARK It
COLI N, RORERE T.
COMER, CHARILES{ H.
CRANE, FRANK W/,
CUNNINGHAM, MILFORD E.
DAVIS, CHARLES
DAVIS, EMMIT (.
DOUGLAS, DON
ESPY, FRANK J
FASSETT, FLOYD 1.
FIRST., EDWIN /U,
FISHER, HARO LD D.
FRICK, WALTFE ¢ AL
GILLESPIE AL FRED J,
GILLESPIE, A THUR

. CLARJINCE p.
. ELMER R
W WALWCE H. -+
INAMYER! JESSE L.
GRIMM, JUNJOR G.
GRISWALD., HARLES
HALL, CHARRES 11 -
HOCHSTRASS R, JACKE
HOSKINS, BIEN T..
IRBY, CARL {1,
KELLY, \\'Rﬂ\u' (2
KLINE, AI_lslut’.\"l‘ A
KLINE, SAMUEL J,
KNAUFF, L’.-\}\’I,

E.
LANGWARTHN | KAY MOND
LASHER, MV [} ;
LAWSON, Jof (% w
LENDEL, WJ LiA\

LONG, WILLY AN

PRIVATES.

MARCH, CARL
MARCH. REID E.
MARVIN, FRANK
MARVIN, WILLIAM
McINTYRE, ORRIN E.
McKENZIE, GEORGE B.
MORGAN, RAY J.
MORGAN, ROY
MONTIGNEY, ORMAND
MURCH, WAYNE R,
NAGLE, CLYDE A.

O I 1 :

., RICHARD E.
RAY, JOIN D.
RITTER, ROY
ROOD, GLEN D,
ROOD, HERBURT E.
ROOT, CHRIS E.
RUFFMAN, CHARLES
“MAN, WILLIAM
RUGER, FLOYD
SHAW, 'GEORGE W.
SHUTE, LEON J.
SMITH, GERALD A.
STEWART, RAYMOND
SWARTZ, ROBERT
TENNEY, ALEXANDER B,
THIEL, CLARENCE C.
WARREN, CLARENCE (.
WHELPLEY, RAYMOND
WHITE, HARRY [.
WILLARD, ARTHUR
WITHERELL, CARL

THE NATIONAL GUAR )

were to go home and disband.

to meet a far greater emergency.
made ready for the crisis becoming
after another and finally startled th
neutral shipping.. On April 6th,
was passed on May 17th, and on June 5th more than ten !hillinnT
it was the Guard the government turned in the smermmace foe

the remaining units of ;the National Guard ived th 1
Hot on the heels of thaf el A e L g s

With characteristie.
daily more appar
e world by annou .

Congress answered s .

‘N THE WORLD WAR.

Early in February, 1917, after weary months speni op (he Mexican Border,
outrages of bandit and outlaw,

protecting the nation against the
ome news that they

order came another, holding them in the Federal Service
patrictism the guard accepted the disappointment and
int as the Imperial Germ=r _ove. nment violat>d one right
wing its interlion of sinking without warning all allied or
~'~flenge by declaring war.

he Conscription Act

young men registered for military service. - But
5 M #n :
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